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Editorial

Editorial

The journal has successfully entered its third year. Many scholars across the world 
and the production team at SAGE have significantly contributed to this 
achievement. As the journal is receiving increasing number of articles, it needs 
more reviewers to respond to those authors in a timely manner.  If you are 
interested in reviewing or writing articles for this journal, please write to me.  Any 
academic journal cannot be published without writers’ and reviewers’ selfless 
efforts. I am grateful for your efforts and support to the International Journal of 
Community and Social Development.

In the last few months, the world has witnessed dramatic events and 
developments in the midst of the pandemic caused by the coronavirus and its 
variants. Although I do not want to refer to or recall the most disturbing, ugly and 
ominous scenes in the Capitol Hill in Washington DC on 6 January 2021, I am 
doing so to raise a simple question:  What is the difference between the military 
coup in Myanmar or arrest, conviction and detention of Russian opposition leader, 
Alexei Navalny or many fragile states (e.g.,  Yemen, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria 
and DR Congo) in which some groups violently fight with each other and the 
deadly riot that occurred on the Capitol Hill?  The main difference is the absence 
or presence of robust democratic structures and institutions, which have the 
inherent capacity to deal with the intricacies of delicate democracy that 
fundamentally rests on the people and communities, and their values. The 
processes and procedures following the riot on the Capitol Hill have clearly 
demonstrated this.

Another notable development and hope is the production and distribution of 
vaccines across the globe and creating universal nearly pre-COVID normal life in 
all respects. To achieve this, unequal and unnecessary distribution of vaccines 
must stop. Of 7.48 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines, over half (51%) are 
committed to high-income countries, which constitute only 14% of the world’s 
population (So & Woo, 2020).  Fair and need-based vaccine distribution and 
reach-out in all rich and poor countries and to all population groups must occur.  
Without achieving this, no one will be safe, physically, socially and economically 
(Toole, 2021). 

While contemplating those global mega issues, I am pleased to introduce this 
first issue of the third volume, which includes four articles from four different 
continents, that is, America, Asia, Europe and Australia, though they are rooted in 
respective country contexts with global implications. A common thread among 
them is people and communities and their participation or lack of it in developing 
a better society.

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1177%2F25166026211003425&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2021-03-17
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For a change, I was suggested to read a non-social work-related book. I chose 
Obama’s (2020) memoir. While I was in the first chapter, I very quickly realised 
that the memoir, among other things, has significant references to grassroots-level 
community organising, racism and policymaking and social change. I noted these 
themes and contents throughout the book and reflected on them. The result of this 
scholarly exercise is a review article entitled, ‘A Promised Land: Lessons for 
community organising at multiple levels’. The analysis brings out Barack Obama’s 
knowledge, skills and approaches of community organising and social change and 
observations relating to racism. I found these having parallels with the values, 
knowledge and agenda of professional social work. Therefore, I naturally explore 
whether there is a potential to expand professional social work at multiple levels 
of macro practice to do justice to its social change agenda and facilitate social 
development both at local and global levels. 

An engineer turned co-founder of a non-governmental organisation and 
community activist, and now a research scholar, Ms Sujata Khandekar critically 
reflects on Paulo Freire’s ideas in action with marginalised communities in an 
urban setting in India. Her reflective analysis shows that she was able to understand 
and develop clarity of Freire’s thoughts relating to problem-posing education, 
conscientisation and critical consciousness and the dialogical approach while she 
worked/practised with oppressed people according to their life contexts, rather 
than reading the book from a ‘banking education’ perspective. A noteworthy 
realisation from this reflective analysis is that the pedagogy of the oppressed can 
make an impact on the privileged who work with the oppressed. I hope this article 
encourages other community practitioners to critically reflect on and write about 
their practice experiences.

Contrary to the prevailing understanding that civic participation through 
voluntary associations such as sporting clubs, church and membership-based 
interest groups leads to increased social embeddedness and networks, Tuuli-Marja 
Kleiner’s analysis of a German survey on volunteering suggests that such civic 
participation may lead to social exclusion of some groups depending upon 
people’s rural and urban location. Although her analysis calls for further research, 
it provides useful insights as to the phenomenon of the exclusion of certain groups 
and the need to create alternative affordable avenues for people to engage in civic 
participation without requiring them to be a member of voluntary associations, 
which sometimes can create invisible barricades to develop social relationships 
and networks.

Neighbourhood Houses in Australia play a vital role in communities, 
particularly, by engaging and connecting disadvantaged and isolated people 
through a range of services. Despite their significance and community engagement, 
Binder, Barrett and Beattie’s research shows that the Neighbourhood Houses have 
come under increasing pressure to prove their worth, and that in turn has impacted 
employees and volunteers who work for them. They do contribute to community 
development but also experience burnout and stress. The authors suggest strategies 
to enhance wellbeing of employees and volunteers so that they can help 
disadvantaged and isolated people in a sustainable manner.
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Finally, the issue includes two book reviews. The first one is a memoir entitled 
The Arc of Our Paths—Growing into Wholeness by Vishanthie Sewpaul and the 
second is an edited book by a group of scholars comparing social welfare policies 
in China and India.

I hope you find the issue useful and, as always, I welcome your comments 
and suggestions.

Manohar Pawar
Editor-in-Chief
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