
 
 

Veterinary Microbiology SIG Update (November 2018) 
Welcome to the Veterinary Microbiology SIG update for November 2018! This update is fairly brief, 
but I wanted to send around one more update before the end of the year. A reminder – if you have 
any items that should be included (upcoming conferences and meetings, special events, brief reports 
on meetings, relevant funding opportunities etc) then please let me know. I will send a reminder 
about 2 weeks before I circulate the update. This update has gone to a wider circulation list than 
previously, and now includes anyone who has indicated when joining ASM that they are interested 
in veterinary microbiology. If you would prefer not to receive these updates please email me with 
“Unsubscribe to Vet Micro SIG” in the subject and I will remove you from the mailing list. 
 

Australian Veterinary Antimicrobial Stewardship Conference 2018 
This conference, focused on a crucial area relating to veterinary microbiology, was held last week on 
the beautiful Sunshine Coast in Queensland. Unfortunately, I could not attend this event, but I know 
a number of ASM members were there. If anyone would like to send me a conference report, I will 
include it in the first update of 2019. 
 
Member Profiles 
A very big thank you to Dr Joanne Connolly, who kindly agreed to supply me with a member profile 
for this update. I hope you enjoy hearing more about the work of one of our veterinary 
microbiologists who is a longstanding ASM member. 
In each update I would like to include 2-3-member profiles, to highlight the many areas that our 
members work in. If you are willing to complete a member profile please email me and I will send 
you a template to fill in – it will be fairly painless and take only 10-15 minutes of your time. I will at 
times email specific people to ask, so please consider responding if you receive an email from me 
about this!  
 

 
Clinical Microbiology Highlight: Fungal keratitis in a horse – image 
supplied by SIG member Jackie Picard from JCU. 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events of Interest 
The full list of ASM events can be found here: http://www.theasm.org.au/asm-calendar-2/ 
 
Please encourage all your colleagues and students to become or remain financial and active 
members of ASM. The final page of this update is a flyer you can print and display in your 
workplace with the details of how to join ASM. 
 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Fiona Sansom (fsansom@unimelb.edu.au) 
ASM Veterinary Microbiology SIG Convenor  
  



Veterinary Microbiologist SIG: Member Profile: Joanne Connolly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is your current position and microbiological interests? 
I am the Senior Lecturer in Veterinary Microbiology at the School of Animal and Veterinary 
Science, Charles Sturt University in Wagga Wagga, NSW. 
 
My microbiological interests include infectious disease in companion animals, livestock and 
wildlife. I have taught veterinary microbiology for the last 17 years at Charles Sturt, Massey 
and Sydney Universities. I have undertaken diagnostic and research work at these three 
universities. My research reflects a broad interest in infectious and non-infectious diseases, 
including include mucormycosis and theileriosis in platypus; lymphoid neoplasia, 
cryptococcosis and chlamydial disease in the koala; epidemiology, pathogenicity and 
immunogenicity of Salmonella in birds, reptiles and mammals; Campylobacter spp. in wild 
birds, poultry, cattle and dogs and more recently diagnostic tests for feline viral diseases. 
 

What do you find most satisfying about being involved in veterinary microbiology? 
I find teaching veterinary microbiology in a way that motivates and engages the students to 
be the most satisfying component of my work in veterinary microbiology. Veterinary 
microbiology is logically sequenced through pre-clinical, para-clinical and clinical subjects 
across the curriculum. Fundamental concepts are from first year, are expanded with 
increased complexity in third year. Practical classes provide “hands-on” learning that 
reinforces the lectures. Microbiology is then integrated with other disciplines and problem-
solving skills are acquired through authentic problem-based learning sessions and case-based 
learning microbiology practical classes. Small-groups facilitate development of social and 
communication skills as well as self- and peer-evaluation. Incorporating clinical cases in early 
years and clinical rotations in later years further deepens student understanding of infectious 
disease. As learning evolves from teacher-centred to student-directed the students become 
more engaged and confident.  
 
Regarding research, I appreciate the academic freedom that comes with working in an 
Australian university. If I can find the time and the funds, I can carry out research on topics 
that I personally find intriguing and in the interests of the common good. Generating ideas 
and knowledge is exciting.  

 



 

What has been the biggest challenge of your career (to date)? 

My biggest challenge of my career has been getting the balance right between teaching and 
research components (which I am passionate about) and the diagnostic and administration 
components as the only academic in veterinary microbiology in my school. Cross-disciplinary 
and cross-institutional research collaborations has enabled me to overcome some of the 
challenges of being the only microbiologist in my area and can also safeguard against short-
sighted projects. 

 

Why do you enjoy being part of the Australian Society for Microbiology? 
The Australian Society for Microbiology enables me to network and collaborate with other 
microbiologists in research and diagnostics through national ASM conferences, NSW/ACT 
state branch and special interest groups such as veterinary microbiology SIG. I also get a lot 
of teaching ideas and contacts out of attending the ASM’s EduCon Microbiology Educator’s 
Conferences. ASM facilitates opportunities to network and collaborate with microbiologists 
with a broader range of expertise than I associate with from day to day. 
 
 
Dr Joanne Connolly BSc BVSc(Hons) PhD MASM 
Senior Lecturer in Veterinary Microbiology 
Course Coordinator Captive Vertebrate Management Program 
School of Animal and Veterinary Sciences 
Charles Sturt University 
Locked Bag 588 
WAGGA WAGGA, NSW, 2678 
Tel: +61 2 6933 2218 
Email jconnolly@csu.edu.au 
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