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Making Hope Robust in Teacher Education  

This special edition of The Asia Pacific Journal of Teacher Education brings together the 

results of investigations by educational researchers interested in what a robust conception of 

hope might mean for teacher education. Together they speak directly and explicitly to issues 

of concern to teacher educators. Here robust hope is understood as involving the recognition 

of obstacles and struggle as integral to realising any vision for a decent future, and is based 

on knowledge of, and engagement with, present socio-economic difficulties. Thus, the report 

on teacher education by the Australian House of Representatives Standing Committee on 

Education and Vocational Training may be read as expressing a desirable vision for 

education research, at the same time as signalling challenges that teacher educators among 

others might need to engage to realise it. The report states: 

that an area as important as education receives proportionally no more funding than a 

number of areas that arguably have less social impact. Yet the quality of education underpins 

developments in all areas including the two other major areas of national significance-health 

and science. Both health and science have significant alternative sources of research funding 

serious consideration should to [sic] be given to adequately funding education research in 

its own right. (Hartsuyker, 2007, pp. 15-16) 

Hope is what drives people to seek beautiful prospects for society. Mindful that hope is not 

reality, Wayne Sawyer and his colleagues observe that while some hopes might be realised 

most often they are not. For them the making of hope robust involves engaging in value-

rational conversations between pain and gain, darkness and brightness. Therefore, 

engagement in policy action in teacher education is necessary for making hope as robust as it 

is practical. 

Robust hope may represent a higher ideal, the state of truthfulness that human beings seek. 

David Halpin contends that it takes a strong will to overcome the hopelessness that has 

constrained the spatial organisation of learning to existing realities. To get through the 

countless setbacks that limit the spatial configuration of education, locally, nationally and 

internationally teacher educators require the imagination that makes hope robust. 

Robust hope is not the same as idle dreams or wishful thinking. Peter McInerney argues that 

hope finds robust expression in the language, relationships and work practices necessary to 

transform unrealised thoughts into reality; what is presently non-existent into existence. 

McInerney indicates that it is the act of “doing” in the transformative process that makes 

hope practical and also tests its robustness. 

Bobby Harreveld argues that making hope robust involves working to break through borders 

and limitations of school-centric views of education and training. This means struggling out 

of the frames that contain and constrain present realities of the senior phase of young people's 

learning. There are possibilities for seeing schools brokering the provision of learning to 

increase young people's opportunities for upward mobility. Harreveld's research points to 

possibilities for new ways in which teacher education might provide support for teachers' 

career-long, ongoing professional learning in the face of large-scale, multi-level education 

and vocational training reforms. 



Jinghe (Jing-her) Han and Michael Singh identify this in the limitations of ethno-cultural 

homogeneity among student teachers and opportunities for policy actions to enhance this 

diversity in initial teacher education. They argue that policy-makers as much as student 

teachers, their lecturers and practicum supervisors are motivated by hope and prepared for 

disappointment in making the effort to put into practice the possibilities for forming and 

informing a new generation of culturally and linguistically diverse teachers. 

While the future is limitless, human beings are constrained. Disappointment, despair and 

cynicism accompany hopes for an early childhood profession which is being subjected to de-

skilling in the pursuit of corporate subsidies from Government. Jennifer Sumsion suggests 

that the hope for a robust early childhood profession may be illusory, especially given that the 

immediate quest for shareholder dividends by private interests tends to undermine this 

aspiration. Sumsion argues for a hope that helps extend the limitedness of the profession's 

realities by offering frameworks from which to observe the world and corporate life, and for 

making desired interventions of considerable national significance. 

Overall, the articles presented in this special edition of the Asia Pacific Journal of Teacher 

Education argue that hope is integral to the possibilities for producing a “sound research base 

for teacher education” (Hartsuyker, 2007, pp. 5-18). Hope is the source of scientific 

inventions and social progress. Research in teacher education needs hope—bold imaginings 

of what might be, grounded in rigorous approaches of verification. It is hope that motivates 

research. 

The Australian House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Vocational 

Training acknowledged that “fundamental to the model [of quality research] is the 

importance of review by peers and qualified end-users” (Hartsuyker, 2007, p. 11). In this 

context we acknowledge the contribution of teacher educators, as both research peers and 

end-users, for their blind reviews of the papers included in this special edition of the journal. 

We are especially appreciative of the assiduous attention they gave to encouraging sound 

research-based knowledge in, about and for teacher education. 
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