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connected with the emergence of new themes, methods and topics, and the relative decline 
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A good question is never answered. It is not a bolt to be tightened into place but a seed to 

be planted and to bear more seed toward the hope of greening the landscape of idea.  

John Ciardi (1972) 

 

An international, refereed, scholarly research journal1 since 1996, Accounting History 

(hereafter AH) has opened doors for established and neophyte accounting historians to 

explore a range of traditional, emerging and new topics in studying accounting’s past. The 

journal has also provided an outlet for researchers to publish studies which are based on the 

application of a wide array of research philosophies, historiographies and theoretical lenses. 

Over time, it is apparent that the landscape of historical research in accounting is 

transforming, with some avenues of inquiry in decline, and fresh vistas being discovered or 

revealed by researchers turning their attention to alternative topics, methods and conceptual 

frameworks. In examining the journal’s first 15 years (1996 to 2010), qualitative thematic 

analysis is used to focus on the past pursuits and preoccupations of accounting historians, 

the present passions of these researchers, and the potentialities and as yet untapped 

opportunities available to them.  

 

AH is the journal of the Accounting History Special Interest Group (AHSIG) of the 

Accounting and Finance Association of Australia and New Zealand (AFAANZ). The 

history of the journal’s development from its inception in 1989, and more particularly from 

1996 to 2005, is deftly explained in Williams and Wines’ (2006) review of the journal’s 

first 10 years on the international scene, and so does not require reiteration here. There 
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have, however, been several changes in the structural characteristics of the journal since 

that time. While the Editorial Board of the journal from 1996 has been intentionally 

international, there have been progressive appointments to the Board of further experts 

from non-Anglo-American countries, such as Italy, Spain and Portugal (see Appendix 1). In 

2006, production of the journal moved to a scholarly commercial publishing house (SAGE 

Publications), together with an expansion from three to four issues per annum from that 

date, leading Carnegie (2006, p.5) to conclude that “a bright and stable future for the 

journal is envisaged”. Effective from the beginning of 2008, Brian West became Joint 

Editor of the journal, alongside Garry Carnegie who had been sole Editor since 1996.  

 

Analysing the accounting history literature 

There is an agglomeration of extant studies providing insights into whom and what is being 

published in connection with studies of accounting’s past, together with how, why, and 

where these studies have been conducted and ultimately disseminated. These works,2 

inclusive of those published in AH (e.g. Bisman, 2011; Buhr, 2011; Faria, 2008; Hammond, 

2003; Schäffer and Binder, 2008; Williams and Wines, 2006), have generally taken the 

form of literature reviews or content analysis studies, although a few have also employed 

citation analysis.  

 

However, in examining histories of accounting research, Richardson and Young (2011, 

p.133) state that accounting researchers “have ignored the conditions of possibility under 

which accounting research streams have been produced, pursued, transformed or 
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abandoned”. The current paper examines this issue in the microcosm of accounting 

research situated within historical contexts as published in a particular scholarly journal. 

This is accomplished by surveying different, albeit often overlapping, facets of this 

literature characterised as landscapes. Yet, by drawing on work from other relevant 

specialist and generalist journals3 in the English language to inform analysis of the 

dominance, emergence or decline of particular themes across the collection of almost 190 

articles, comments and replies published in AH from 1996 to 2010, the findings and lessons 

emerging from this longitudinal review of a sole journal are rendered more broadly 

informative.  

 

In scanning this landscape, several pivotal prior works (Carnegie & Napier, 1996; Napier, 

2006; Parker, 1993; Walker, 2008) provided an initial frame for exploring whether, and to 

what extent, calls for new directions in research or more directed attention to under-

researched areas have been addressed by authors publishing in AH. Such calls for change to 

the scope of historical accounting research are also complemented by recommendations for 

broadening approaches to historiography and the utilisation of alternative paradigms and 

theories (see Carnegie & Napier, 2002; Fleischman, Kalbers & Parker, 1996; Guthrie & 

Parker, 2006; Parker, L.D. 1997; Previts, Parker & Coffman, 1990b). Several articles of 

this nature have been published in AH (e.g. Fleischman, Mills & Tyson, 1996; Gomes, 

2008), together with papers exploring facets of the development of accounting history as a 

discipline and of the international scholarly community that supports it (e.g. Carnegie & 

Rodrigues, 2007; Richardson, 2008).  
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Almost two decades ago, Parker (1993, p.106; also see Carmona, 2004) contended that: 

 

The writing of accounting history is increasingly dominated by writers in English 

discussing private sector accounting in English-speaking countries of the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries ... the scope of accounting history is much wider than this. 

 

Carnegie and Napier’s (1996) seminal paper4 published in Accounting, Auditing & 

Accountability Journal (AAAJ) not only explored how the accounting history literature had 

taken on a less anodyne nature with what was, at the time, the relatively recent 

development of a variety of approaches to research labeled ‘new’ accounting history, but 

also presaged the emergence of other directions. Their paper is of particular interest since it 

was published in 1996 and thus says much about the state, nature and deficiencies of 

historical accounting research when AH first entered the international arena. Carnegie and 

Napier (1996) suggested that the research effort could be classified according to several 

themes, being: studies of surviving business records; use of accounting records in business 

history; biography; prosopography; institutional history; public sector accounting; and 

comparative international accounting history, with a further category for historiography 

later added to this schema by Carnegie and Potter (2000b). Along slightly different lines 

reflective of changes in the interim, Walker’s (2008) study of the accounting history 

content of AAAJ was structured according to the themes of: technical issues; accounting in 

business organisations; cost and management accounting; historiography; 

professionalisation; and socio-cultural studies. Another review of historical accounting 

research in a specific journal, Accounting, Organizations and Society (AOS), was written by 
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Napier (2006). This article was very much targeted at the identification and discussion of 

approaches and topics relevant to interdisciplinary, critical and social studies of accounting 

history (‘new’ accounting history), with AOS (along with AAAJ) being a key outlet for 

work in the genre. Napier’s thematic categorizations of the historical accounting research 

reported in AOS were: accounting, power and knowledge; the accountant and the allure of 

professionalisation; and presenting the economic – financial reporting and accounting.   

 

While not necessarily forming primary categorizations in these key papers, other motifs 

that are manifest in them were elemental in formulating the architecture of the current 

study. In effect, many of the concerns and forecasts expressed in Carnegie and Napier 

(1996), Napier (2006) and Walker (2008) emulate and amplify Parker’s (1993) 

observations about research concentration in English-speaking countries, the private sector, 

and the 19th and 20th centuries. Walker (2008, p.296), for example, pointed to the need for 

historical accounting research to engage with “broader theoretical, temporal and spatial 

parameters”, and to be more “indigenously sensitised”. Napier (2006, pp.459-60) 

considered the role of “voices from below” in forwarding the discourse on accounting in 

connection with gender, race and ethnicity. Similarly, Carnegie and Napier (1996, p.30) 

stressed the need to comprehend the archive in ways that move research beyond profit-

oriented businesses so as to include “individuals, not-for-profit organisations, the public 

sector and other entities” and to envelop “comparative research across firms, localities, 

industries and time periods”.  
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The “‘hegemony’ of dead white males” (Cook, 2001, p.17; also see Perrin, 1997, p.5 and 

Sy & Tinker, 2005, p.47), representative of the view that “the History of the world is but 

the Biography of great men" (Carlyle, 1840, p.34), has, in the past, served to confine 

accounting history by marginalizing or discounting women (see Carnegie, McWatters & 

Potter, 2003) and people of various races, ethnicity and, by inference, different religions 

(see Buhr, 2011; Hammond, 2003; Hammond, Clayton & Arnold, 2009). Additionally, 

such a vantage places an undue emphasis on the ‘famous’ individual as opposed to the 

‘ordinary’ person, as well as undervaluing the collective influence and action of groups, 

organisations and societies. Moving forward in accounting history, and in AH as an 

influential specialist journal in the field, therefore relies on the conduct and publication of 

studies that in composite are inclusive, heterogeneous and even heterodox across the 

spectrum of research topics, research settings, eras examined, and organisational and social 

contexts. 

 

The historiographical landscape of Accounting History 

There are two aspects to the historiographical landscape of AH. One aspect relates to the 

assemblage of papers in the journal which have a primary purpose to detail methodologies 

and theories useful for undertaking historical research in accounting. The other dimension 

refers to the research approaches and theoretical underpinnings of articles reporting the 

results of studies of particular phenomena, people and practices in connection with 

accounting’s past.  
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The methodological landscape 

AH has presented a range of papers concerned with historiography and historical method in 

accounting research. Based on citation statistics,5 the three works from AH which are the 

most heavily cited in other journal articles, books and conference papers are all concerned 

with historiography, research themes, and settings for historical accounting research. These 

key papers are Parker’s (1999) “Historiography for the New Millennium: Adventures in 

Accounting and Management”, Carmona’s (2004) “Accounting History Research and Its 

Diffusion in an International Context”, and Fleischman, Mills and Tyson’s (1996) “A 

Theoretical Primer for Evaluating and Conducting Historical Research in Accounting”, 

with these articles also frequently cited within the triumvirate of specialist accounting 

history journals in the English language6 (see Bisman, 2011, p.173). Each of these articles 

has helped to inspire researchers by identifying and clarifying gaps in the literature and 

through outlining means by which accounting historians can tackle research problems. 

 

Over time the research emphasis has shifted to a considerable extent from the descriptive 

narrative typical of traditional histories (sometimes dubbed ‘old’ accounting histories) 

where accounting is viewed largely or merely as a technical practice and is investigated in 

terms of its economic consequences, to other styles of research informed by critical and 

sociological theories whereby the political, institutional and social implications of 

accounting are interpreted, expounded or unmasked (usually referred to by the generic term 

‘new’ accounting histories). Shifts in historiography have not only functioned to shape, 

deconstruct and reconstruct our understandings of accounting in respect to the past, but 

have also engendered lively debate in AH (see Burrows, 2002; Fleischman & Tyson, 2002; 
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Hooper, 2006; Jones, 1999; Maltby, 1999; McDonald, 2006; Napier, 2001; Parker, 1999; 

Sy & Tinker, 2005; Tyson & Oldroyd, 2007). However, consistent with calls to recognise 

the usefulness of different historiographies in answering different types of research 

questions (see Carmona, Ezzamel, & Gutiérrez, 2004; Carnegie & Napier, 1996; 

Fleischman & Radcliffe, 2003; Funnell, 1996, 1998; Merino, 1998; Walker, 2008), across a 

period of 15 years AH has managed to publish an eclectic mix of research articles fashioned 

according to the ontological and epistemological tenets of traditional, narrative, critical, 

interpretive and interdisciplinary accounting histories.  

 

The journal has also published several papers that are chiefly concerned with the discussion 

of particular archives of potential use to accounting historians (e.g. Bisman, 2009a; Flesher, 

Elam & Flesher, 2010; Potter, 2003; Rutterford, Maltby, Green & Owens, 2009), together 

with questioning of “archival antiquarianism” in the discipline (e.g. Sy & Tinker, 2005, 

p.47). Conforming to recommendations to adopt more liberal interpretations of what can 

constitute the accounting archive (see Miller & Napier, 1993; Carnegie & Napier 1996), 

papers published in AH and other germane sources2 also discuss or demonstrate the use of 

sources and collections beyond traditional account books and financial reports. 

Representative of this form of innovation are studies of portrayals of accounting 

information or accountants based on fictional literature (e.g. Warnock, 2008; West, 2001), 

photographs, movies and other visual artefacts (e.g. Beard, 1994; Dimnik & Felton, 2006; 

Parker, 1999; Davison, 2007; Davison & Warren, 2009), and music (e.g. Bettner, Frandsen 

& McGoun, 2010; Smith & Jacobs, 2007; Zan, 2004).  
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Turning to an examination of specific methodologies, Carnegie and Potter (2000b, p.194) 

contended, inter alia, that “wide scope seems to exist for accounting history scholars to 

develop the field, especially in biography”, as well as prosopography and institutional 

history. Among AH’s articles, prosopographies and institutional histories are present, 

although they remain fairly firmly fixed within the perimeter of the development of 

professional accounting bodies and their significant participants, but for exceptions see 

Carnegie and Rodrigues (2007) and Richardson (2008) on the development and 

institutionalisation of the accounting history community. In contrast, the call for more 

biographical research appears to have been taken on board by scholars publishing in AH 

(e.g. Anderson, R.H., 2002; Bocqueraz & Walton, 2006; Clarke, 2005; Cooper, 2008; 

Craig, Ó Hógartaigh & Ó Hógartaigh, 2004; Parker, 2002; Pitts, 2001; Romeo & Rigsby, 

2008; Talbot, 2010; Virtanen, 2009a; Vollmers & Tyson, 2004; Walker, 1996). Other 

methods focused on apprehending the experiences of the person have also been adopted in 

studies appearing in AH. In most cases these methods implicitly reflect (although do not 

explicitly mention) that a phenomenographic approach (see Marton & Booth, 1997) has 

been utilised, and include oral and personal histories (e.g. Baskerville, 2006; Baskerville & 

Hay, 2010; Emery, Hooks & Stewart, 2002; Hammond, Arnold & Clayton, 2007; 

Lightbody, 2009), as well as autobiographical reflections on personal paradigm shifts (e.g. 

Fleischman, 2004; Johnson, 2002).  

 

Within the compass of methodologies, the use of microhistory as a research approach, 

particularly useful in the study of accounting in relation to ‘ordinary’ or marginalised 

individuals and small groups of people, has relied to a considerable extent on Williams’ 
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(1999) article in AH which outlined the applicable methods and exemplified their use 

through a case study. This agenda-setting methodological paper spawned numerous other 

such microhistorical studies appearing in AH in the 21st century, and which serve as agents 

to more fully populate accounting’s past (e.g. Abraham, 2008; Hollister & Schultz, 2007, 

2010; Lightbody, 2009; Samkin, 2010; Virtanen, 2009a; Vollmers & Tyson, 2004). 

 

The theoretical landscape 

Certain types of research, such as biographies, do not comfortably accommodate the 

adoption of a theoretical perspective or lens, and authors of historiographical works rarely 

apply theories as their purpose in writing is usually to identify and elucidate perspectives 

and paradigms rather than interpret particular phenomena or archival materials. However, 

the enlarging range of methodological approaches reflected in the 15-year accumulation of 

articles in AH is matched by authors of other forms of articles traversing a more expansive 

theoretical landscape. While numerous earlier articles in the journal present essentially 

atheoretical and descriptive narratives, the passage of time has witnessed an increased 

tendency for studies to apply more sophisticated and varied theoretical and analytical 

frameworks concomitant with the recognition of the episteme/s underlying new accounting 

histories. Theories aligned with particular research paradigms have also been used in 

myriad ways in these articles, with some researchers using a theory (or theories) as a 

supportive plank, while others have critiqued or even worked to falsify (e.g. Gwilliam, 

Macve & Meeks, 2000) particular theoretical perspectives.  
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These theoretical and analytical frameworks are typically drawn from literature outside 

accounting. For example, theories from economics, such as agency theory and contracting 

cost theory (transaction cost economics), have featured significantly on a longitudinal basis, 

and in both positive and negative lights in articles in the journal (e.g. Bujaki, 2010; 

Gwilliam, Macve & Meeks, 2000; Keneley, 2008; Robb, Shanahan & Lord, 2006; Roy & 

Spraakman, 1996; Spraakman & Davidson, 1998; Spraakman & Wilkie, 2000). Similarly, 

institutional theory has been well-exposed (e.g. De Beedle, 2000; Keneley, 2008; 

Richardson & Jones, 2007; Romeo & Rigsby, 2008), as has the notion of social capital (e.g. 

Bryer, 1998; Cordery, 2006; Evans, 2010). The works of Latour, Foucault’s concept of 

governmentality, and the methods of discourse analysis have been drawn upon (e.g. Baker, 

2006; Bujaki, 2010; Sargiacomo, 2009; Virtanen, 2009b) and also figured prominently in 

papers presented at the journal’s sixth International Conference7 (held in 2010) with its 

focus on accounting and the state (see Appendix 3). Other conceptual frameworks have 

exclusively attracted criticism, such as contingency theory (e.g. Carmona & Ezzamel, 2006; 

Gomes, 2008), Minsky’s Financial Instability Hypothesis (Barnes, 2007), and Hegelian 

philosophy; the latter particularly in respect to women and accounting (e.g. Cooper, 2008, 

2010; Virtanen, 2009a, also see Napier, 2001).  

 

Notwithstanding this escalation in theoretical diversity, there are several potentially rich 

frameworks which have been either comparatively under-utilized or completely 

overlooked, and could be mobilized (whether supportively or critically) in explorations of 

accounting’s past. Such other lenses include stakeholder theory (for exception, see Fowler, 

2010), feminist theory, accounting and metaphor (for exception, see Moerman, 2008), and 
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the work of numerous philosophers or critical theorists including Karl Marx (for exception, 

see Bryer, 1998), Jürgen Habermas (for exception, see Maltby, 2000), Jacques Derrida, and 

Jean Baudrillard.  

 

The geographical landscape of Accounting History  

Across the entire first 15 years of AH there is a predominant complement of papers about 

the “Anglo-Saxon” world, including the United States of America (USA), United Kingdom 

(UK), Australia, New Zealand and Canada. However, this transcendence is being 

increasingly challenged over time via a mounting proportion of articles that examine 

accounting history in Europe, including a special issue on the theme published in 2009 (see 

Appendix 2). A flourishing body of the research in AH is now concerned with Italy, Spain, 

Portugal and France8 and research is also starting to emerge in the journal that is connected 

with the history of accounting in other European nations such as those in the Nordic region 

(e.g. Aisbitt, 2008; Virtanen, 2009a, 2009b), German-speaking countries (e.g. Schäffer & 

Binder, 2008), the Soviet Union and Russia (e.g. Djatej & Sarikas, 2009; Platonova, 2009), 

and Romania (e.g. Zelinschi, 2009).  

 

The rest of the globe is, as yet, less well-represented, as noted by Walker (2005) in relation 

to the broader accounting history literature. Several AH articles have settings in Asia, 

including India (e.g. Black, 2001), Sri Lanka (e.g. Liyanarachchi, 2009; Yapa, 2006), China 

(e.g. Lu & Aiken, 2004; Scorgie & Ji, 1996) and Japan (e.g. Komori, 2007; Noguchi & 

Nakajima, 2008). Some have examined Central and South America and the Caribbean (e.g. 
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Fleischman, 2004; Fleischman, Oldroyd & Tyson, 2004; Rodrigues, Ricardino & Martins, 

2009; Tyson & Davie, 2009), Africa (such as Annisette, 2006; Hammond, Arnold & 

Clayton, 2007; Samkin, 2010; Sy & Tinker, 2005), or the Near East and Middle East, 

although essentially only in the context of accounting and religion (e.g. Barlev, 2006; 

Napier, 2009). On a promising note is the observation that over two-thirds of this particular 

group of articles was published in AH in the last five years (2006 to 2010), suggesting that 

the literature will grow in spatial diversity. There is also a nascent trend where authors are 

extending their scope to write histories of accounting about countries or regions other than 

their own. 

 

Comparative international accounting history 

In need of redress is the continuing paucity of research on comparative international 

accounting history (CIAH), despite advocacy for more research of this nature (see 

Carmona, 2004; Carnegie & Napier, 1996, 2002; Carnegie & Potter, 2000b; Napier 2001). 

CIAH is focused on “examining and explaining cross-national differences in accounting 

development” and accounting practices (Carnegie & Napier, 1996, p.27), as distinct from 

single-country studies. There are certainly numerous examples in AH of papers that have an 

international flavor, many of which concern historiography and reviews of the literature 

(e.g. Carmona & Ezzamel, 2006; Evans, 2010; Hammond, 2003), or examine accounting’s 

professionalisation project (e.g. Birkett & Evans, 2005; Parker, 2005; West, 1996). 

Additionally, more extended understandings have developed of the transfer and 

dissemination of accounting technology, usually based on the international transfer of 

technology framework of Jeremy (1991). The contingent of papers in AH that have 
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examined accounting technology transfer draw international comparisons, although often 

only implicitly or at a micro level (e.g. Boyns & Edwards, 1996; Foreman, 2001; Samkin, 

2010). However, studies specifically situated within the context of CIAH proper are 

emerging in AH (e.g. Burrows, 2002; Cordery & Baskerville, 2007; McWatters & Foreman, 

2005; Nikitin, 2001; Rutterford, 2010; Vent & Milne, 1997).  

 

The sectoral landscape of Accounting History  

One of the principal criticisms of the accounting history literature has been its focus on 

private sector organisations (see Carnegie & Napier, 1996; Carnegie & Potter, 2000b; 

Parker, 1993), with studies of the public sector thereby rendered almost peripheral. In its 

earlier years, AH reflects an overwhelming dominance of accounting histories in private 

sector settings, although there has been substantial relative growth, especially in the last 

five years, of articles concerning the public sector (e.g. Black, 2001; Burrows & Cobbin, 

2009; Christensen, 2002; Cobbin & Burrows, 2010; Donoso Anes, 2002; Funnell, 1997, 

2004, 2008; Greer, 2009; Hooper & Kearins, 2003; Marriott & Fowler, 2007; Mayer-

Sommer, 2010; Platanova, 2009; Potter, 1999). However, this dichotomization fails to 

encompass many of the nuances which have since emerged in the literature, and so a more 

detailed typology of organisations and institutions is instead provided to enhance 

understanding of the variety of research settings being progressively examined by 

accounting historians. Within both the private and public sectors there are significant 

differentials in the level of attention that has been paid to the primary, secondary, tertiary 

and quaternary, quinary, and third sectors based on this more refined taxonomy.  
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Accounting in the primary sector 

The primary sector encompasses activities such as farming, grazing, forestry and extractive 

industries. Articles published in AH that are set in pastoral and agricultural industries 

within the primary sector are quite rare (for exceptions, see Carnegie, 2004; Vollmers & 

Tyson, 2004), with the exception of the body of work examining controlling and 

accounting for labour (particularly slave labour) on plantations, including Burrows (2002), 

Fleischman, Oldroyd and Tyson (2004), Fleischman and Tyson (2000, 2002), and Tyson 

and Davie (2009). While research in AH on extractive industries has garnered considerable 

scrutiny (e.g. Baldwin & Berry, 1999; Boyns & Edwards, 1996; De Beedle, 2000; Pitts, 

1998, 2001; Pitts & Wale, 2008; Vent & Milne, 1997), interest in these industries seems to 

have waned somewhat over time.  

 

Accounting in the secondary sector 

Accounting histories in AH demonstrate a continued, lively interest in the secondary sector 

of the economy, including construction, especially railroads (e.g. Chandar & Miranti, 2005; 

Flesher, Samson & Previts, 2003; Heier, 2010), and more particularly in manufacturing 

organisations (e.g. Kininmonth & McKinstry, 2007; McWatters & Foreman, 2005; 

Noguchi & Nakajima, 2008; Prieto-Moreno & Larrinaga-González, 2001; Williams, 1997). 

A number of studies have also examined aspects of accounting in state-run/public factories 

(e.g. Foreman, 2001; Foreman & Tyson, 1998; Fúnez, 2005; Gutiérrez & Romero, 2007).  
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Accounting in the tertiary and quaternary sectors 

The tertiary sector is comprised of service industries, suppliers and retailers. Quaternary 

industries are also service-based, but consist of cultural, educational and many government 

organisations, representing the research, development and “information management” 

sector (see Cunningham, 2004, p.108). In these two sectors there has been an abundant 

research effort reflected in the pages of AH connected with accounting’s past in a panoply 

of organisations ranging from mercantile firms (e.g. Alvarez-Dardet & Capelo, 2003; 

Hollister & Schultz, 2007; Rodrigues, Ricardino & Martins, 2009; Roy & Spraakman, 

1996; Virtanen, 2009a), through to service firms, such as telephone companies (e.g. 

Chandar & Miranti, 2007), shipping companies, banks and insurers (e.g. Gwilliam, Macve 

& Meek, 2000; Keneley, 2008, 2010; McWatters, 2002; Walker, 1998b), and hospitals (e.g. 

Bracci, Maran & Vagnoni, 2010), schools (Rodrigues, Gomes & Craig, 2004) and 

universities (e.g. Lord & Robb, 2010).  

 

Accounting in the quinary sector 

Depending on the authoritative source selected, the quinary sector subsumes domestic and 

household activities (see Jones, 1995, p.49) or, more popularly, knowledge discovery and 

decision making activities at the highest levels in governments, universities, not-for-profits 

and other organisations (see Pitzl, 2004, pp.201-2). In the quinary sector, and adopting the 

view that this sector includes domestic activity, there is a comparatively recent interest 

being shown in household accounts and personal account books. Significant formative 

examples from the broader literature on accounting history include Walker (1998a), Walker 

and Llewellyn (2000) and Carnegie and Walker (2007a, 2007b), although few studies of 
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this nature have as yet filtered through to AH (for exceptions see Komori, 2007; Vollmers 

& Tyson, 2004). In addition to growth in the research quantum concerning private and 

public sector organisations as distinct research settings, a component of the literature in AH 

is devoted to examining the interfaces of public institutions with private sector 

organisations. Such integrative works are generally positioned within the quinary sector, 

when defined as the sector of high-level knowledge development and decision-making. 

These studies scrutinise the development and influences of public policy in respect to 

business enterprises and corporations (e.g. Flesher, Samson & Previts, 2003; Rodrigues, 

Ricardino & Martins, 2009; Walsh, 2001) or the interfaces of the public sector, including 

courts of law and legislative bodies, with the accounting profession (e.g. Chandler, 1997; 

Chandler & Rees, 2005; Pong, 1999; Teo & Cobbin, 2005; Wootton & Moore, 2000). 

Similarly, as discussed in later sections of this paper, much of the research on accounting’s 

professional project and on accounting thought can be emplaced within the quinary sector 

of activity. 

 

Accounting in the third sector 

The traditional preference of accounting historians to research organisations in the private 

sector operated to subordinate not only the public sector, but also the third sector. Third 

sector organisations span the tertiary, quaternary and quinary sectors. This sector comprises 

many social institutions, including faith-based, charitable and voluntary organisations, and 

other forms of private, not-for-profit entities (Salamon & Anheier, 1992). Once 

comparatively neglected (see Carnegie & Napier, 1996), research on organisations in the 

third sector has blossomed in AH only in the last few years. While accounting and faith-
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based organisations is dealt with in a later section of this paper, the variety of research on 

third sector organisations otherwise appearing in AH has included accounting in the Girl 

Guides in Australia (Abraham, 2008), a school society in New Zealand (Fowler, 2010), a 

university tea club in Scotland (Jeacle, 2008), and a philanthropic supply organisation 

during the American Civil War (Normand & Wootton, 2010). The new and exiguous nature 

of this cluster of research, together with the limited geographic settings involved, warrants 

additional studies of third sector organisations in both these and other national and cultural 

domains.  

 

In conclusion, the sectoral landscape of AH has become more dynamic as time has 

progressed, illustrated by an increased propensity for authors to branch out through the 

study of accounting’s history in more novel settings in the private, public and third sectors. 

Researchers have explored these new horizons in AH through investigations of accountants 

or the use of accounting information in the circus industry (Cummings & St Leon, 2009), a 

building yard of the Castello of Crotone in Italy (Mussari & Mussari, 2006), a record 

company (De Loo & Davis, 2003), the estates of deceased travellers (Donoso Anes, 2002), 

the Domesday Book (Godfrey & Hooper, 1996; McDonald, 2005), the meat-packing 

industry (McWatters & Foreman, 2005), The Venerable Society of the Living and the Dead 

of Parma (Bisaschi, 2003), documents from the English Anglo-Saxon period (Oldroyd, 

1997), and through the medium of fictional literature (West, 2001). 

 



22 
 

The temporal landscape of Accounting History  

While numerous accounting historians (e.g. Carmona, 2004; Parker, L.D., 2001; Parker, 

R.H., 1993) have recommended that historical studies of accounting practices are needed 

which transcend “the age of modernity” (Walker, 2005, p.233), the literature demonstrates 

a continued fixation with the 19th and 20th centuries, given that a majority of papers 

published in AH are rooted in this era. This finding may reflect perceptions of the lack of 

availability of rich archives concerning accounting in earlier periods, as well as the relative 

infancy of certain nations (other than in respect to Indigenous peoples) such as the USA, 

Canada, Australia and New Zealand. However, research in AH which is based on people, 

organisations and events in the UK is also overwhelmingly situated in periods from the 19th 

century onward, despite the potential for studies to be undertaken which are located in 

earlier timeframes (for exceptions, see Boyns & Edwards, 1996; Funnell, 2008; Godfrey & 

Hooper, 1996; McDonald, 2005; Oldroyd, 1997; Parker, R.H., 1997; Williams, 1999). 

Unusually, there are in aggregate slightly more articles about accounting in the USA and 

Australia that are set, in all or part, in eras prior to the 19th century (e.g. Bisman, 2009a; 

Bloom & Solotko, 2004, 2008; Craig, Ó Hógartaigh & Ó Hógartaigh, 2004; Fleischman, 

Oldroyd & Tyson, 2004; Hollister & Schultz, 2007; Scorgie & Reiss, 1997; Wootton & 

Moore, 2000) than there are those set in the UK. For other nations, articles vary more 

widely across the temporal landscape with those about accounting in Italy spanning the 14th 

to 20th centuries, from the 16th century onwards concerning Spain, and in ancient times in 

Africa (e.g. Annisette, 2006; Sy & Tinker, 2005) and Asia (e.g. Liyanarachchi, 2009; Lu & 

Aiken, 2004). 
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The topical landscape of Accounting History 

The topical landscape of AH embraces each of the landscapes previously described, since 

accounting and accounting history are contextually embedded. Choices about methodology, 

theory, place, time, setting and sector are often at the forefront of, and not merely a 

backdrop to, many of the articles published in the journal. However, there remain numerous 

major themes in the literature which require topical classification. Examining the topical 

landscape of AH across its first 15 years also provides an opportunity to further consider 

enduring issues of research interest, lines of enquiry which have been largely abandoned, 

significant emerging themes, and under-researched areas. 

 

Accounting’s professional project 

A plethora of work in AH reports on investigations concerning professionalisation and 

accounting’s professional project (e.g. Anderson, 1996; Birkett & Evans, 2005; Cooper, 

2010; Doron, 2009; Emery, Hooks & Stewart, 2002). Following West’s (1996) article in 

AH, which provided a comparative international review on the topic, most subsequent 

papers embraced West’s (1996) suggestions to investigate political, social, class and 

gender-related aspects of professionalisation. As time has passed, AH authors have 

extended their reach in investigating professional accounting bodies beyond considerations 

of the genesis, construction or constituents of these associations. Researchers have 

forwarded the agenda in exploring the quest for professional legitimacy and the branding 

and image-management activities of professional bodies (e.g. Abeysekera, 2005; Lee, 2006; 



24 
 

Parker, 2005; Richardson & Jones, 2007; Romeo & Leauby, 2004), their responses to 

external crises (e.g. Chandler, 1997; Keenan, 2000; Walker, 1996), and tensions and 

conflicts with other bodies, stakeholders and professional groups (e.g. Lee, 2010; 

McClelland & Stanton, 2004; Pong, 1999). This work has also been augmented within AH 

by inquiry into the development and functioning of professional accounting bodies beyond 

the Anglo-Saxon world (e.g. Barbadillo, Humphrey & Garcia Benau, 2000; Yapa, 2006; 

Zelinschi, 2009) as suggested by West (1996, p.94). Further, some articles examine 

changes and challenges to the profession from the perspective of public accounting firms 

and their staff (e.g. Baskerville, 2006; Baskerville & Hay, 2010; Hammond, Arnold & 

Clayton, 2007; Wootton, Wolk & Normand, 2003). Interest in research about the 

professionalisation of accounting will continue, and a forthcoming special issue (c.2013) of 

the will journal target ‘The Evolution of Accounting as a Global Profession’ (see Appendix 

2). 

 

Accounting and government 

The historical study of accounting in the public sector has been overviewed from a sectoral 

perspective earlier in this paper, however there are topical facets of this theme deserving of 

additional discussion. The acknowledged deficiency of work in the area (Parker, 1993) has 

been redressed in AH, and special issues of the journal (see Appendix 2) concerning 

organisations in the public sector are forthcoming, including a double issue dedicated to 

‘Accounting and the State’ arising from the journal’s sixth Accounting History International 

Conference (6AHIC) on the theme (see Appendix 3). However, most studies in AH which 

feature a public sector setting target the role of accounting in the action of central 
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government, with a noticeable dearth of research about accounting in local government (for 

exception see Sargiacomo, 2006) and thereby prompting a further forthcoming special issue 

on ‘Accounting and Accountability in Local Government’ (see Appendix 2).  

 

Among the corpus of literature in AH on accounting and government is a concern for the 

production and use of accounting information by or for Treasuries and The Crown in varied 

periods and nations, such as Norman England (e.g. Godfrey & Hooper, 1996; Hooper, 

2006; McDonald, 2005), post-revolutionary France (e.g. Nikitin, 2001), 16th century Spain 

(Donoso Anes, 2002) and 16th century Italy (Mussari & Mussari, 2006), and Imperial 

Russia (Platanova, 2009). Other authors have studied accounting’s role and influence in 

processes of public sector reform, largely in the 19th and 20th centuries in the USA 

(McMillan, 1998), Australia (Potter, 1999; Christensen, 2002), and the UK (Burrows & 

Cobbin, 2009; Funnell, 2004, 2008). Another area, and one in which there is more work to 

be done, is in the development and operation of accounting systems in government 

departments and entities (e.g. Black, 2001; Foreman & Tyson, 1998), including public 

organisations connected with defence and the military (e.g. Foreman, 2001).  

 

Accounting histories about the military, as a specific sub-set of government, are also 

witnessing a period of growth. AH’s authors have probed the military origins of the modern 

day public sector audit (Funnell, 1997), the impact of naval experience on accounting in the 

penal colony of New South Wales (Scorgie & Reiss, 1997), and Soviet accounting 

developments in the World War II period (Djatej & Sarikas, 2009). Moreover, this theme 

was energised with a special issue of the journal on ‘Accounting and the Military’ (see 
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Appendix 2) featuring five papers, all set in the 19th century, concerning the uses and roles 

of accounting in the American Civil War (Heier, 2010; Mayer-Sommer, 2010), the British 

Military (Cobbin & Burrows, 2010; Talbot, 2010), and the construction of defensive works 

in Canada (Bujaki, 2010). 

 

Accounting and audit - policy and regulation 

Research landscapes and directions connected with accounting, audit, and public and 

professional policy and regulation enjoy continued vitality in AH. A succession of special 

issues of AH (see Appendix 2) has showcased the variety of work in these areas, including 

‘Accounting, Regulation and the Law’, ‘Accounting in Crises’, and ‘Accounting and Audit 

Failure within Corporate Collapse’. The stock in trade of this theme of research is the 

responses or reactions of law and policy makers and accounting standard setting bodies to 

crises, criticisms and weaknesses of practices in financial accounting and disclosure, and 

auditing. Therefore, under the umbrella of this theme there is frequently a demonstrable 

connection with other topical landscapes in AH, including accounting and government, and 

accounting and the profession. 

 

An appreciable group of articles in AH has examined the effects of legislative change and 

the judiciary on accounting and auditing practice. Among these papers are those 

spotlighting historical issues of auditor legal liability and auditor independence (e.g. Baker 

& Prentice, 2008; Barbadillo, Humphrey & Garcia Benau, 2000; Chandler, 1997; Dunn & 

Sikka, 1998), the influences of accounting and accountants on the work of the courts (e.g. 

Doron, 2009; McKinstry, Wallace & Fleming, 2002), and judicial views on accounting and 
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audit (e.g. Bryer, 1998; Chandler & Rees, 2005; Teo & Cobbin, 2005; Wootton & Moore, 

2000). Others have investigated the development of accounting, audit and corporate 

legislation (e.g. Heier, Dugan & Sayers, 2005; Maltby, 1998, 2000; Walker, 1998b) and the 

accounting implications of tax law and tax policy (e.g. Hooper & Kearins, 2003, 2004; 

Marriott & Fowler, 2007; Walsh, 2001).   

 

Aligned within the broader perspective of the studies noted above, are articles in AH that 

investigate the historical roles, processes or central figures of accounting standard-setting 

and advisory bodies in the quest for improved national or supranational regulation of 

external reporting (e.g. Aisbitt, 2008; Bocqueraz & Walton, 2006; Noke, 2007) and the 

development and regulation of select methods of reporting and disclosure frameworks (e.g. 

Bernal Lloréns, 2000; Cordery & Baskerville, 2007; De Beedle, 2000; Johnson & Potter, 

1997; Noguchi & Nakajima, 2008; Normand & Wootton, 2010; Pitts, 1998; Virtanen, 

2009b). Finally, there is a small group of papers in which the chief focus is mendacious or 

creative accounting reports (e.g. Baldwin & Berry, 1999; Rutherford, 1999; Williams, 

1999). 

 

In summary, whereas concern has been expressed elsewhere in the accounting history 

literature that histories of financial accounting are in abatement (see Anderson, M., 2002; 

Walker, 2006), they appear to be alive and well within the content of AH, although there is 

a continuing shortage of studies of financial accounting and auditing set in the public 

sector.  
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Cost and management accounting 

Some other landscapes are also thought to have become less fashionable, such as historical 

research related to cost and management accounting (see Walker, 2008, p.301). However, 

in AH this theme has been an enduring one, stretching across the areas of scientific 

management and cost accounting, management accounting and management control, 

production accounting, industrial accounting and performance measurement. The journal 

has published two review articles on advances in theory, literature and practice in these 

areas - one in respect to developments in Italy (Antonelli, Boyns & Cerbioni, 2009) and the 

other on the connections of management accounting and the discipline of ‘controlling’ in 

German-speaking nations (Schäffer & Binder, 2008). Unsurprisingly, the manufacturing 

organisation is the most common setting for organisational studies of cost and management 

accounting (e.g. Foreman, 2001; Foreman & Tyson, 1998; Fúnez, 2005; Gutiérrez & 

Romero, 2007; Kininmonth & McKinstry, 2007; McWatters & Foreman, 2005; Prieto-

Moreno & Larrinaga-González, 2001; Williams, 1997), although some articles are set in the 

mining industry (e.g. Boyns & Edwards, 1996; Vent & Milne, 1997; Pitts & Wale, 2008), 

service industry (Chandar & Miranti, 2007), and entertainment (Cummings & St Leon, 

2009), together with and a suite of related articles on the Hudson’s Bay Company (Roy & 

Spraakman, 1996; Spraakman & Davidson, 1998; Spraakman & Wilkie, 2000). Another 

pool of the research examines the military origins and applications of cost and management 

accounting practices (e.g. Bujaki, 2010; Cobbin & Burrows, 2010; Lemarchand, 2002; 

Mayer-Sommer, 2010). 
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Accounting change 

Although many accounting histories examine how and why accounting has changed, the 

core mission of some studies is to unravel and chronicle the nature and process of change 

itself - either how a single incident brought about accounting change or how a multiplicity 

of factors contributed to change. Examples of articles in AH in which accounting change is 

at the fore include the McWatters (1998) study of lagging rather than leading accounting 

change in response to the introduction of new companies legislation in Canada in 1907, 

multiple influences on accounting change in a small family company in Spain during the 

18th and 19th centuries (Alvarez-Dardet & Capelo, 2003), and discussion of observations on 

the linkages between accounting change and the changing language of accounting by Evans 

(2010), with numerous further papers previously discussed in reference to other topical 

landscapes (e.g. Aisbitt, 2008; Bocqueraz & Walton, 2006; Djatej & Sarikas, 2009; 

Lamarchand, 2002). In some works of this type in both AH and the wider set of accounting 

periodicals, the notion of accounting change has been viewed, explicitly or implicitly, as 

synonymous or contiguous with accounting ‘progress’ or accounting ‘evolution’. In a 

cogent article in AH, Napier (2001) considered the problematics of accounting change 

being viewed as demonstrative of accounting ‘evolution’ or accounting ‘progress’, given 

that both evolution and progress are presumptive of an improvement rather than merely an 

alteration to some previous state. Nevertheless, questions of change versus 

progress/evolution have persisted as a subject of controversy in AH (e.g. see Maltby, 1998, 

1999; Gomes, 2008; Jones, 1999).  
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Accounting and the rise and demise of organisations 

Studies which are most likely to closely blend aspects of professionalisation, accounting 

and government, accounting policy and regulation, and aspects of cost and management 

accounting are those mapping the construction and rise and/or the destruction and demise 

of organisations. Echoing calls to embrace interdisciplinarity in researching accounting’s 

past (see Guthrie & Parker, 2006; Walker, 2005, 2008), these studies also tend to import 

perspectives and insights from the field of business history. AH has presented a healthy 

collection of these works, set in disparate organisations and contexts – automobile 

manufacture (Fogarty & Dirsmith, 2005), professional accounting bodies (Richardson & 

Jones, 2007; Walker, 1996), shipping (McWatters, 2002), the music recording industry (De 

Loo & Davis, 2003), family business (Robb, Shanahan & Lord, 2006), life insurance 

companies (Keneley, 2008, 2010), public accounting firms (Baskerville & Hay, 2010; 

Wootton, Wolk & Normand, 2003), and railroads (Heier, 2010). 

 

Accounting thought, accounting ‘firsts’, accounting education 

Underlying all areas of accounting and accounting history is the influence of noteworthy 

accounting academics, pioneers and practitioners on the development of accounting 

thought, theory and technology. Studies of these personalities are often crafted as analyses 

of their publications, with such articles in AH dissecting focal works that were published in 

the 15th century (e.g. McCarthy, Sangster and Stoner (2008) on Pacioli’s treatise), through 

the 17th and 18th centuries (e.g. Parker, R.H., 1997; Scorgie & Ji, 1996) and on to those 

published in the 21st century (e.g. Burrows, 2003; Lee, 2005). Biographies have also been 

favoured as a means for elucidating the contributions of relevant individuals (e.g. 
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Anderson, R.H., 2002; Bocqueraz & Walton, 2006; Clarke, 2005; Parker, 2002; Pitts, 

2001), although some authors have instead approached the topic of accounting thought by 

examining bodies of scholarly work dealing with the development of particular accounting 

principles or concepts, such as periodicity and depreciation (e.g. Luther, 2003; Wright, 

2006).  

 

Allied with work on accounting thought and accounting education is the area of accounting 

‘firsts’. The notion of accounting ‘firsts’ usually takes the form of claims about the first 

book to describe a particular accounting practice, the first organisation or individual to 

implement an accounting method, or the first professor or university to teach an accounting 

course. In AH, Carnegie and Williams (2001, p.103) pointed out that often such study of 

‘firsts’ may “narrow perspectives on accounting's past”. There has been a quite apparent 

change in the literature in respect to the manner in which researchers study accounting 

‘firsts’. From the 21st century onwards in AH, the research subjects and settings typically 

the focus of ‘firsts’ have been investigated in more refined contexts within the complex of 

institutional, professional, political and social forces of the relevant time and place (e.g. 

Carnegie & Williams, 2001; Clarke, 2005; Craig, Ó Hógartaigh & Ó Hógartaigh, 2004; 

Parker, 2002; Rodrigues, Craig & Gomes, 2007; Rodrigues, Gomes & Craig, 2004; Romeo 

& Rigsby, 2008).  

 

While research about accounting thinkers and academicians has retained the interest of 

scholars, histories of accounting education (e.g. Napier, 2011) or of the roles and 

contributions of accounting history as a component of accounting and business education 
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(see Previts, Parker & Coffman, 1990a, p.3; Richardson, 2008, p.268) are fragmentary, and 

AH papers tackling these issues are scarce. Exceptions include Fleming, Graci and 

Thompson’s (2004) overview of accounting education and analysis of first year accounting 

textbooks in the USA in the early 20th century, Lord and Robb’s (2010) coverage of 

accounting education at the University of Canterbury in terms of the participation of 

women, and Rodrigues, Gomes and Craig (2004) and Rodrigues, Craig and Gomes’ (2007) 

investigations of the Portuguese School of Commerce from the mid-18th to mid-19th 

centuries. However, work on how and why accounting history should and can be 

incorporated into accounting education programs is virtually absent from AH at this stage, 

although articles on the topic do appear from time to time in Accounting Historians 

Journal.9 There is, in consequence, ample scope for research on the subject and of potential 

publication opportunities in AH, offering the additional pragmatic and pedagogical boon of 

providing illustrative examples and guidance to educators in enlivening and enriching 

today’s accounting curriculum. 

 

Accounting, ‘othering’ and the unfamiliar 

‘Othering’ refers to the process of oppression, subjugation and exploitation of persons, 

individually or collectively, and usually on the basis of race, ethnicity, gender or religion 

(see Gabriel, 2008 pp.213-214), with accounting historians examining how accounting 

facilitates or is implicated and complicit in this construction of the ‘other’. A focal article in 

AH which overviewed and reviewed this research was Hammond’s (2003) “History from 

Accounting's Margins: International Research on Race and Gender”. Hammond (2003, p.9) 

makes the case to not only study accounting from history’s margins, but to also maintain a 
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“focus on how this research can help ameliorate current oppressive conditions in which 

accounting plays a role”. This calls for realizing the critical and emancipatory potential of 

historical accounting research on race and gender. Adding to further conversations about 

accounting and the ‘other’ were a 2007 special issue of the journal on ‘International 

Perspectives on Race and Gender in Accounting’s Past’, followed in 2009 by ‘Accounting 

in Other Places, Accounting by Other Peoples’ (see Appendix 2). The 2009 volume was 

published as the first double issue of the journal and comprised eight articles, with 

numerous papers from this issue discussed elsewhere in the current article (i.e. Cummings 

& St Leon, 2009; Djatej & Sarikas, 2009; Liyanarachchi, 2009; Napier, 2009).  

 

The territory covered in AH articles concerning the ‘other’ has been vast in exploring the 

interconnections of accounting, race, colonialism, marginalization and oppression. For 

example, Hammond, Arnold and Clayton (2007) investigated a South African accounting 

firm’s experiences in dealing with the move away from the apartheid system. The authors 

were critical of an official history published on the subject firm which appeared to ignore 

obvious silences in the firm’s past. This form of study, which is motivated by and 

appropriately challenges official histories, is under-represented in the literature and offers a 

fruitful area of inquiry for researchers. Lippman and Wilson (2007) examined the 

culpability of accounting in the Holocaust during World War II, connecting with other 

themes of accounting and the military, and accounting and religion. De Loo and Davis 

(2004) exposed that racism, together with accounting and management issues, played a part 

in the demise of an African-American small business, while Craig, Ó Hógartaigh and Ó 
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Hógartaigh (2004) challenged unflattering, prejudiced and stereotypical views of the Irish 

during the first thirty years of British colonial New South Wales. 

 

Beyond this wide-ranging collection of settings, peoples, and organisations is a more 

homogenous group of work in AH (and the accounting history literature more generally), 

which is concerned with accounting and the valuation and control of slave or indentured 

labour (e.g. Burrows, 2002; Fleischman & Tyson, 2000, 2002; Fleischman, Oldroyd & 

Tyson, 2004; Tyson & Davie, 2009). One of the key authors, Fleischman (2004, p.12), 

typified his experiences of researching in this area in a personalised account in AH entitled 

“Confronting Moral Issues from Accounting’s Dark Side” in which he concludes that: 

 

Ultimately, the impetus for my movement in more critical directions has been my 

current project to study the seamier side of accounting – episodes in our discipline’s 

past where either accounting or accounting practitioners stand accused of 

participation in repressive regimes or dishonest actions. 

 

Another area of accounting history and the ‘other’ is the literature on Indigenous peoples, 

which remains critically under-researched (see Buhr, 2011), although AH has featured key 

articles on the theme – Greer’s (2009) study of accounting in the service of social 

engineering regarding Australian Aboriginal women, and the work of Hooper and Kearins 

(2004) on tax (and racial) discrimination against New Zealand’s Maori landowners. As 

Buhr (2011, pp.139-140) suggests, future work in this area could not only examine 
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accounting’s role in dispossessing Indigenous peoples, but also in empowering them 

(pp.139-140).  

 

In a similar vein, although in the context of African accounting history, in the AH article 

“People and Periods Untouched by Accounting History: An Ancient Yoruba Practice”, 

Annisette (2006, pp.409-10) emphasized that accounting history should encompass not 

only study of the ‘other’, but also of the “truly unfamiliar”, including the re-casting of 

oppressed groups as survivors instead of victims in order to realize how “structures of 

domination” can be transformed (pp.409-10). One of the latest AH papers on accounting 

and slavery (Hollister & Schultz, 2010) approaches the topic by embodying such emerging 

opinions, examining slave labour in northern antebellum America, which is contrasted with 

the conditions that prevailed in the south, and provides an example of how for one slave 

“accounting seemingly served as a means for establishing his own economic identity after 

emancipation” (p.401). 

 

Turning to women and accounting, formative work from AOS, such as Lehman (1992) and 

Kirkham and Loft (1993), underpin many of the AH articles foregrounding gender issues 

and accounting. These articles are clustered towards the last five years of the journal’s 

publishing history, strongly suggestive of not only a rapid increase of interest, but the 

prospect of continued advancement of knowledge in the area. AH’s contributions to 

research on accounting and gender cover the struggles of women accountants in gaining 

recognition and equitable treatment in the profession and the workplace (e.g. Cooper, 2008, 

2010; Emery, Hooks & Stewart, 2002; Lightbody, 2009; Lord & Robb, 2010), women and 
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accounting in business and the home (Komori, 2007; Virtanen, 2009a), women and 

investment (Rutterford & Maltby, 2007; Rutterford, Maltby, Green & Owens, 2010), the 

role of accounting in women’s organisations (e.g. Abraham, 2008; Jeacle, 2008), and the 

gendered nature of account books (Hollister & Schultz, 2007). 

 

Accounting and religion 

Research on accounting and religion is “remarkably sparse” and in an “embryonic state” 

(Carmona & Ezzamel, 2006, p.117), although the publication of a special issue of AH 

devoted to the theme (see Appendix 2) was well subscribed by authors. AH’s contributions 

to accounting and religion feature analysis or exegesis of Judaeo-Christian texts and 

discourse about concepts of wealth, stewardship and accountability (e.g. Baker, 2006; 

Barlev, 2006; Moerman, 2008). There is a slightly larger group of studies that look at the 

roles of accounting in Christian houses of religion (e.g. monasteries) or other organisations 

associated with the church, often canvassing the tensions between the divine or sacred and 

the emplacement or perception of accounting as part of the secular or profane (e.g. Álvarez-

Dardet Espejo, López Manjón & Sánchez-Matamoros, 2006; Cordery, 2006; Prieto, Maté 

& Tua, 2006; Riccaboni, Giovannoni, Giorgi & Moscadelli, 2006).  

 

There is, however, a paucity of historical research connected with accounting and other 

religions and belief systems (see Walker, 2008, p.306). In AH, two articles move outside 

the mould, including Napier’s (2009) review in which he concludes that “historical research 

into “Islamic accounting” is only beginning to emerge in English-language sources” 
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(p.122), and Liyanarachchi’s (2009) study of the role of accounting and audit in Sri Lankan 

Buddhist monasteries from the 9th to 11th centuries.  

 
 
Charting the future landscape of Accounting History 

Across the 1996 to 2010 timeframe, this discussion of Accounting History (AH) has 

provided some conclusions about which lines of enquiry have been abandoned or are in 

relative hiatus, which research areas are burgeoning, and what priorities need to be 

addressed in the future. During the first 15 years as an international refereed journal, AH 

has played a critical role in advancing scholarship in the discipline. The journal has served 

to aid in internationalizing our views of accounting’s past, focus our attention on 

broadening the settings, sectors and timeframes within which we conduct our research, 

explicate a plurality of research perspectives, historiographies and theoretical positions, and 

significantly contribute to the enhancement of diversity in our field of inquiry. The 

demonstrated progress made in growing our discipline and its scholarly community 

suggests a very positive prognosis for AH. While there remain areas and issues which we 

are yet to more adequately explore, particularly in reference to comparative international 

accounting history and contextualised historical studies of accounting concerning other 

people, other places, other religions and other epochs, the landscape of accounting’s past in 

AH is both visible and increasingly wide-ranging in the ways that we view the archive, 

deploy contrasting research paradigms, and address inclusivity in terms of research themes. 
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Along with heterogeneity apparent within and across the chosen landscapes visited in this 

paper is the matter of author diversity, since the latter holds promise for further 

encouraging the former. In 2000, Carnegie and Potter (2000b, p.185) reported that 

Accounting, Business & Financial History (now Accounting History Review) was the least 

“parochial” of the three specialist English-language accounting history journals in terms of 

authorship patterns. A decade later, a further study involving assessment of the same three 

journals (Baños Sánchez-Matamoros & Gutiérrez-Hidalgo, 2010, p.136) revealed that, 

“regarding the nationalities of the authors, the most “cosmopolitan” journal was AH”. This 

less monocultural cadre of authors is also mirrored by the trend for the settings of research 

studies to extend beyond Anglo-American nations. Only 9.5% of studies in AH’s first five 

years concerned accounting in nations outside the ‘Anglo-Saxon’ world, increasing to 17% 

in the 2001 to 2005 period, and to over 33% in the journal’s last five years.  

 

Directly connected with the issue of author diversity are gender differences in publishing 

patterns in the accounting history literature. Carnegie, McWatters and Potter (2003, p.201) 

suggest that exploring gender differences in this context involves the consideration of both 

feminist viewpoints and the voice of women. This voice can be perceived not only in work 

where women are the research subjects or foci, but also by means of the participation of 

female accounting historians as authors. The proportion of women publishing in AH has 

changed markedly across the journal’s first 15 years. As sole or joint authors, women 

accounted for less than 18% of all authors in the journal’s first five years (1996-2000), 

rising slightly to 23% in the next five years (2001-2005), and then making a sizeable leap to 

over 44% in the last five years (2006-2010).  
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The landscape of AH is driven by the choices made by authors, and the dovetailing of 

emerging issues with the themes of the journal’s Accounting History International 

Conferences (AHIC), including the special issues of the journal (of which there were eight 

in the period 1996 to 2010 – see Appendix 2) which often comprise selected papers 

presented at successive AHIC (see Appendix 3). Special issues provide editors with the 

ability to guide the literature in distinct ways. Publishing regular issues alone implicitly 

puts more control or responsibility in the hands of authors and readers who may or may not 

be able to influence the readership or the future shape of the literature through individual 

works. AH’s landscapes, and those of accounting history more broadly, are also impacted 

by other relevant journals, both those within the specialism and the group of generalist 

accounting journals that publish feature articles or entire special issues on accounting 

history. Influences on AH also include papers which offer reviews and critiques, or project 

directions and make calls for change in historical research in accounting. While we 

progressively know more about the dimensions of the literature by virtue of such works and 

through the publication of articles which examine publishing patterns in the accounting 

history literature, it is possible that authors may not receive the agenda setting messages 

that are typically sent. Therefore, together with the intent of the current article to overview 

AH’s first 15 years, the clear pinpointing of voids in the literature, as identified in this 

paper, should be of assistance to authors. 
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The landscape of AH has been, and will remain, mutable. As reported in UK newspaper The 

Guardian (Abrahams, 2009, p.10), which offered commentary on three accounting papers 

of which two appeared in AH (Cummings & St Leon, 2009, and Parker, 1999): 

 

The supposedly staid, unglamorous field of accounting is in fact packed, to some 

degree, with exciting adventures. But accountants rarely divulge this fact to persons 

outside the profession. 

  

The benchmark is set and the challenge is for AH is to continue to publish research about 

“exciting adventures” in accounting history and to maintain the quality and integrity of AH 

as a leading accounting journal. The journal can also act as a conduit or “change agent” to 

get the word out and demonstrate that “accounting history matters” for our colleagues 

around the globe, in our universities, and into the broader practitioner, business, political 

and social landscapes (see Gomes et al., 2011) that can derive benefit (borrowing from 

Carnegie and Napier, 1996) arising out of the insights into accounting’s present and future 

offered by its past.   
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Notes 

1. Launched in 1989 (see Carnegie and Wolnizer, 1996, p.ix), AH became an international 
refereed journal with the development of the News Series (NS), first published in 1996 
(Carnegie, 1996; Williams and Wines, 2006). 

2. Such as Anderson, M. (2002), Baños Sánchez-Matamoros and Gutiérrez-Hidalgo 
(2010), Camfferman (1997), Carmona (2006), Carmona and Zan (2002), Carnegie, 
McWatters and Potter (2003), Carnegie and Potter (2000a, 2000b), Cinquini, Marelli 
and Tebucci (2008), Fleischman and Radcliffe (2005), Hernández-Esteve (1995, 2008), 
Napier (2006), Tyson and Oldroyd (2007), and Zan (1994).  

3. Including the specialist journals Accounting Historians Journal and Accounting History 
Review (formerly Accounting, Business & Financial History), and the generalist 
accounting journals in the sociological, interpretive and critical traditions, such as 
Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, Accounting, Organizations and 
Society, and Critical Perspectives on Accounting, together with other, more traditional 
generalist accounting journals, such as ABACUS, Accounting and Business Research, 
and British Accounting Review. 

4. The importance of Carnegie and Napier’s (1996) paper is testified to by Walker (2008, 
p.300) who describes it as a “much quoted retrospective and prospective of the sub-
field”, Bisman’s (2011) citation analysis study of the three English-language specialist 
accounting history journals, which revealed Carnegie and Napier’s paper (1996) to be 
the most heavily cited paper, in total, across the three journals, and citation statistics for 
the paper retrieved from Google Scholar (http://scholar.google.com) on 14 July 2011. 
The impact of Carnegie and Napier (1996) is also explored by the authors in Carnegie 
and Napier (2011), which provides citation statistics and discussion about the 
contribution of the 1996 article. 

5. Citation statistics for articles published in Accounting History were extracted on 4 July 
2011 using Google Scholar (http://scholar.google.com). 

6. This triumvirate comprises Accounting History, Accounting Historians Journal, and 
Accounting History Review (formerly Accounting, Business & Financial History). 

7. See www.victoria.ac.nz/sacl/6ahic/conference-papers.aspx (accessed 7 July 2011). 
8. Such as Álvarez-Dardet and Capelo (2003), Álvarez-Dardet Espejo, López Manjón and 

Sánchez-Matamoros (2006), Antonelli, Boyns and Cerbioni (2009), Barbadillo, 
Humphrey and Garcia Benau (2000), Bernal Lloréns (2000), Bisaschi (2003), Bracci, 
Maran and Vagnoni (2010), Donoso Anes (2002), Faria (2008), Fúnez (2005), 
Gutiérrez and Romero (2007), Lemarchand (2002), Mussari and Mussari (2006), 
Nikitin (2001), Prieto, Maté and Tua (2006), Prieto-Moreno and Larrinaga-González 
(2001), Riccaboni, Giovannoni, Giorgi and Moscadelli (2006) Rodrigues, Craig and 
Gomes (2007), Rodrigues, Gomes and Craig (2004), and Sargiacomo (2006, 2009). 

9. Work on the theme published in Accounting Historians Journal includes Amernic and 
Elitzur (1992), Bisman (2009b), Craig and Greinke (1994), Samson, Allen, Fleischman, 
and Robinson-Backmon (2006), and Slocum and Sriram (2001).   
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Appendix 1 Internationalisation of the Editorial Board of Accounting History 

Country*  Number of Editorial Board Members 

 Vol.1, No.1 

1996 

Vol.5, No.1  

2000~ 

Vol.10, No.1 

2005# 

Vol.15, No.4 

2010# 

Australia 6 6 4 4 
Canada 1 1 1 2 
Denmark 1 1 - - 
France 1 1 1 2 
Italy - 1 1 3 
Japan 1 1 1 1 
New Zealand 1 1 1 2 
Portugal - - 1 1 
Spain - 1 1 2 
Sweden - - 1 - 
Switzerland - 1 - - 
United Kingdom 4 5 7 7 
USA 5 6 8 6 
 

*Based on institutional affiliation. 
~Including members of the Editorial Board and of the Editorial Advisory Panel (first noted in the journal in 
1997). 
#Including members of the Editorial Board, Editorial Advisory Panel, and Regional Editors (first noted in the 
journal in 2005). 
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Appendix 2 Special Issues of Accounting History  

Theme  Year Vol. 

Iss.  

Editor/s 

Accounting, Regulation and the Law 1998 3(1) Christopher J. Napier 
Accounting in Crises 2000 5(2) Stephen P. Walker 
Accounting and Audit Failure within 
Corporate Collapse 

2005 10(3) Brendan O’Connell 

Accounting and Religion 2006 11(2) Salvador Carmona and 
Mahmoud Ezzamel 

International Perspectives on Race 
and Gender in Accounting's Past 

2007 12(3) Marcia Annisette 

Accounting in Other Places, 
Accounting by Other Peoples 

2009 14(1/2) Nola Buhr 

Perspectives and Reflections on 
Accounting's Past in Europe 

2009 14(4) Elena Giovannoni and Angelo 
Riccaboni 

Accounting the Military 2010 15(2) Warwick Funnell and Michele 
Chwastiak 

Histories of Accounting Research 2011 16(2) Alan Richardson and Joni 
Young 

Accounting and the State c.2012 - Philip Colquhoun and Lee 
Parker 

Accounting and Accountability in 
Local Government 

c.2013 - Massimo Sargiacomo and 
Delfina Gomes 

The Evolution of Accounting as a 
Global Profession 

c.2013 - Paul Miranti 

 
 
 
Appendix 3 Accounting History International Conferences (AHIC) 

Conference  Year Location 

1AHIC 1999 Melbourne, Australia 
2AHIC 2001 Osaka, Japan 
3AHIC 2003 Siena, Italy 
4AHIC 2005 Braga, Portugal 
5AHIC* 2007 Banff, Canada 
6AHIC#  2010 Wellington, New Zealand  
 

*Conference theme – Accounting in other places, accounting by other peoples 
#Conference theme – Accounting and the state 
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