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Before I introduce this third issue of the second volume, I would like to thank all 
contributors and colleagues at SAGE for publishing it on time.

Since the release of the special issue on coronavirus pandemic (Pawar, 2020), 
the world has witnessed dramatic events, shocking all of us! The devasting blast 
in Beirut, hurricanes and floods in different parts of the world and huge fires in 
California reminded me of long stretched bush fires in Australia and its impact on 
people. Coronavirus is still spreading in many countries (e.g., the USA, India and 
Brazil), infecting a large number of people and causing fatalities, and some 
countries are experiencing the second wave of infections (e.g., New Zealand, 
Australia, South Korea and Spain). Vaccine trials have created hope and confidence 
to combat the pandemic. Racially motivated attacks, deaths and reactions in the 
form of violent and peaceful protests have seriously concerned all rightminded 
people. Equally disturbing was the phenomenon of family violence in South 
Africa that led women to voice together to do more and stop it. Political protests 
in Belarus and the operation of public postal systems are casting doubt about 
legitimate democratic processes. Whether it is virus, violence or disasters, all are 
significantly impacting individuals and families, and social and economic 
development of communities. We are not sure what is going to be the ‘new normal’ 
in our lives and communities in online democracies and e-governance!

This issue covers a few articles relating to child protection in cyber space, 
domestic violence and health services for women. Child protection in cyberspace 
is a critical, complex and dynamic issue as it can potentially cause significant 
harm to children, families and communities, sometimes beyond redemption. To 
look into this issue, Mubarak Ali analyses China’s policy of self-regulation and 
public supervision of the Internet industry in order to remove online material that 
is not suitable for children. By developing working relationship with the Internet 
industry, self-regulatory mechanisms have been developed to control and monitor 
harmful content for children in the cyberspace. While this approach offers some 
lessons for others, the analysis suggests that family, community and non-
government organisations’ engagement in the Internet industry’s self-regulation 
may further contribute to child protection in cyberspace.

Domestic violence and abuse of women is a significant problem in our 
society. Shreya Bhandari has looked at patterns of abuse women experience and 
how they react to them differently under sociocultural pressures. She argues for 
more resources and awareness to protect them and prevent violence in our 
society as well. 
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The next article looks at women patients’ level of awareness of health services 
and health seeking behaviour, and their perceptions and experiences of services 
received. Dey, Ramanathan and Dutta’s analysis brings out that women have 
mixed experiences of receiving health services and social health activists and 
auxiliary nurse midwives have played critical roles in advancing women’s health. 
Policies and programmes for a better health infrastructure, and greater awareness 
about health services for women, particularly, in rural areas are needed.

In his note, Ajit Kumar compares the commonality of community development 
under British colonies in East Africa and India and observes how community 
development plans, programmes and efforts have produced different responses in 
these countries.

David Cox raises a pertinent question of long-term feasibility of measures 
introduced to cope with the impact of the pandemic and impracticality of doing 
the same in the developing world. Worldwide support and cooperation are needed 
to help those who need it most, irrespective of whether they live in a developed or 
developing world. Dr Bhatia, et al. reflect on the United Kingdom’s strategy to 
fight the COVID-19 pandemic during the first wave and wonders whether it has 
learnt any lessons to respond to the likely second wave. 

Finally, I have reviewed the second edition of an interesting book entitled 
Evidence Based Macro Practice in Social Work, authored by Murali D. Nair and 
Erik G. Guerrero.

Once again, I would like to thank all the contributors, and I hope you will find 
this issue useful in your research, teaching and practice. 

Manohar Pawar
Editor-in-Chief
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