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Abstract 
With the expanding role of China in the worldwide political arena and global markets, 
understanding of accounting policies, standards and practices in China has increasing value in 
furthering the advancement of accounting as well as in promoting international trade and 
investment in that nation. Research on accounting and accounting issues in China which is 
published in English is a relatively recent phenomena and is a matter of both scholarly interest 
and practical relevance. Within the existing tradition of examining and evaluating accounting 
literature appearing in scholarly journals, this paper presents an analysis of 83 articles on 
accounting in China published in 23 quality English language accounting journals across the 
1999 to 2006 period. While the academic literature focusing on accounting in China is still 
maturing, our analysis revealed increasing sophistication, particularly in relation to subject 
matter and research methods, in comparison to the findings of prior studies of this body of 
literature. We also explore some issues of concern arising from the analysis and provide 
suggestions for furthering the research effort in this field. 
 
Keywords: literature analysis, accounting, China, research methods, journal articles 
 

 

Introduction 
While the scholarly accounting literature concerning Westernised nations has been well 
established for decades, the expansion of the accounting literature to include developing 
countries has been a more recent addition, particularly so in that subset of the literature which 
is written in English. Researchers from within and outside these developing nations have 
increasingly recognised the importance of, and contributions to, the study and understanding 
of accounting in such countries as a result of rapid and ongoing changes in economic, social 
and political climates and the emergence of the global economy. 

The People’s Republic of China is one such developing country which has become an 
economic powerhouse and notable player in today’s business world. The factors contributing 
to this acceleration in development have included dramatic economic reform, including the 
move to a transitional economy that is more market oriented than in the past and more in step 
with the contemporary economic globalisation process, together with China securing a 
membership position on the World Trade Organisation and the transfer of sovereignty of the 
business hub of Hong Kong to China in 1997. Concomitant with these changes have been 
developments in accounting in China, reflected by China’s admission to the International 
Accounting Standards Board, its work on developing new accounting systems and reporting 
practices, and continuing affirmation of its commitment to international accounting standards 
harmonisation.  

The ability of China to maintain an increasing rate of GDP, improvements in living 
standards, continued success in realising export opportunities, operating a market-based 
economic system and attracting foreign investment is contingent, at least in part, on the 
usefulness, reliability, international comparability and modernisation of the accounting 
systems and financial reporting protocols and disclosures of its organisations. Awareness of 
the need to revamp accounting practices and to harmonise these practices with those of the 
international community led to the production and promulgation of new Accounting 
Standards for Business Enterprises (ASBE) and 13 industry-specific accounting regulations in 
China in 1993. The perceived benefits of adopting revised practices included improvements to 
the comparability and understandability of accounting information (Lin et al., 2001). 
Following international trends and in cooperation with international accounting firms, during 
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1997 to 2001 China developed a series of practical accounting standards (Qi & Deeley, 2007). 
From 2002 to 2006 enhancements to accounting standards for business enterprises were made 
with the objective of bringing about a level of convergence with International Financial 
Reporting Standards. The latest set of accounting standards (CAS) became mandatory for 
publicly listed companies from the beginning of 2007 (Otto, 2007).  

Globalisation of business and markets per se has directed increasing attention to the 
study of accounting internationally as researchers focus on how accounting measures, reports, 
shapes and reflects business performance and growth. Thirty years ago there were very few 
articles concerning accounting and accounting issues in China and which were published in 
English (Ji, 2000) and many aspects of accounting in this country remain shrouded. 
Accounting academics are claimed to be catalysts for the internationalisation and 
modernisation of China’s accounting systems (Tang, 2000) and with China’s expanding 
profile in international business and markets there is a growing audience interested in 
accounting happenings in China. Understanding of, and advances in, accounting systems and 
financial reporting can influence the management, performance and success of its state-owned 
enterprises and commercial ventures and can mould the opinions of international investors 
and financial analysts. Thus, accounting professionals and researchers are attempting to better 
understand the value, usefulness and role of accounting information in China.  

This paper presents an analysis of recent scholarly research on accounting in China. It 
serves to provide updated information on current developments in research and practice, acts 
as a primer for those wishing to familiarise themselves with this research, and addresses a gap 
in the existing literature by extending the list of journals examined in comparison to previous 
studies on the topic. In light of these underlying motivations we collected and analysed 83 
articles from 23 leading accounting journals which published articles on accounting in China 
within the 1999 to 2006 period. We focused on publications in the English language since the 
leading accounting journals are published in English and this language is the most widely 
used for the academic literature in accounting, reaching a broad international assembly.  

This remainder of this paper is structured as follows. The next section provides a 
discussion of the prior research which appraises aspects of journal publications in accounting. 
This is followed by a section outlining the methods used in the current study to select relevant 
journals and journal articles and describes the procedures applied in the analysis of these 
articles. The results section follows, and the paper concludes with a discussion of the findings 
of the study, some tentative explanations for these findings, and suggestions for furthering the 
research program and study of the literature on accounting in China.   
 
Prior research 
There is an extensive body of work connected with the review, analysis and evaluation of 
publications in accounting both within and across journals and which has been documented in 
successive publications on the theme (for example see Bonner et al., 2006). Largely 
beginning with papers written in the 1980s (see Dyckman & Zeff, 1984; Brown & Gardner, 
1985; Nobes, 1985), the literature in this genre has exhibited increasing depth and diversity 
over time. Our paper marries with the tradition of analysis of scholarly journal articles in the 
discipline, building on the prior work, but examining that subset of the research which is 
positioned in the specific context of accounting in China.  

A considerable body of the prior research on journals and journal articles in 
accounting functions to rate or rank journals according to various criteria, to debate rankings 
and ranking systems (see Ballas & Theoharakis, 2003; Beattie & Goodacre, 2006; Reinstein 
& Calderon, 2006), and to analyse publishing patterns, citations and impact factors (see Jones 
& Roberts, 2005; Carmona, 2006; Mathews, 2007). Often this corpus of literature also 
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provides assessment of the research productivity of the academy geographically or regionally 
(see Mathieu & McConomy, 2003; Chan et al. 2005; Brown et al., 2007), by academic 
departments or by individuals (see Borokhovich et al., 1995; Hasselback et al. 2003), or in 
reference to articles published within a particular journal (see Krogstad & Smith, 2003; 
Hutchison, 2004; Meyer et al., 2005; Williams & Wines, 2006). Still other researchers in the 
field have focused on the analysis of accounting journal publications in specific sub-discipline 
areas such as international accounting (see Prather-Kinsey & Rueschhoff 2004), accounting 
history (Carnegie & Potter, 2000), and auditing (see Smith & Dombrowski, 1998). Aligning 
more closely with our paper are works which have investigated accounting research set within 
the domain of a particular geographic area such as prior studies of European accounting 
research (see Carmona et al., 1999) and accounting research in the United States (US) (see 
Williams et al. 2006). 
 

Faculty and administrators are called upon to evaluate international accounting 
researchers' performance, which requires knowledge of international accounting research 
journal outlets, journal rankings, topics, methods, and authorship. Both seasoned and 
novice international researchers are faced with the need to know the placement, 
turnaround review time, rankings, topics, methods, and authorship of potential 
international accounting research outlets (Prather-Kinsey & Rueschhoff, 2004, p.63). 

 
Adopting a similar rationale to that expressed by Prather-Kinsey and Rueschhoff (2004), we 
focused on studying and assessing the nature and characteristics of recent accounting 
literature concerning China. The prior work interrogating these journal publications has 
generally provided analyses across specific time frames and has examined factors related to 
key authors, research methods employed, and subject matter. 

Needles (1997), for example, analysed 768 articles published in The International 
Journal of Accounting from 1965 to 1996. A variety of categorisations were utilised in that 
analysis including country studied, subject of the paper, region/location of the author/s, 
research methodology, and cross-temporal comparisons. Needles chose The International 
Journal of Accounting for this study because of its lengthy history of publishing international 
accounting research. Given the sample size of the Needles (1997) study and the number of 
categorisation bases used, the study provided us with a relatively comprehensive picture of 
developments in international accounting research during the time period examined. 
Specifically, the study showed that across the thirty-two years covered there was increasing 
attention being given to research on accounting in China. 

In addition to analysing and evaluating literature and ranking research productivity, 
some studies have concentrated on describing research issues that have been explicated in the 
existing body of literature, as well as identifying areas that remain to be explored and 
explained. Chan, Fung and Thapa (2007) provide a broad ranging discussion of issues and 
studies appearing in the finance literature which relates to China. Their paper indicates that 
the brisk development of China’s financial markets has served to propagate the financial and 
accounting research agenda concerning China.  

Ji (2000) conducted a study to evaluate the research on accounting in China, reviewing 
91 items of research in the form of articles in edited books and accounting journals published 
in English from 1966 to 1998. This study identified that the most popular subject matter for 
research in this setting was financial accounting and reporting, closely followed by 
accounting standards. The distinctions between management and financial accounting have 
not been clear since in the past, under the Chinese Uniform Accounting Systems, there was 
little difference between aspects of internal and external reporting or in the frequency of that 
reporting (Xiao, 1999), although since 1992 there has been some empirical research appearing 
on management accounting in China. Further, the prior research traditions in studying 
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Chinese accounting issues have been highly ideological and abstract, with the purpose of 
undertaking research to justify and confirm government accounting policies and regulations 
(Tang, 2000). Ji (2000) concluded that the most popular approach applied in Chinese 
accounting research was descriptive, since scientific and empirical research methods were 
new to Chinese researchers. He also found that even in articles co-authored with Western 
scholars the usage of scientific research methods was limited. Our study specifically covers 
the eight-year period immediately following Ji’s (2000) study. 

Aligning with these prior analyses of the literature on accounting in China, we sought 
to determine the characteristics of the more recent literature in the area and to compare and 
contrast these features with those identified in the prior research. 
 
Method 
We collected and analysed 83 scholarly articles published in 23 leading accounting journals 
from 1999 to 2006 and which were focused on reporting research on accounting in China. We 
used a two-stage process in deriving our sample, consisting of a journal selection stage and an 
article selection stage. 
 
Journal selection 
Our set of accounting journals is displayed in Exhibit 1 together with the journal title 
acronyms used in later sections and the Appendix of this paper. 
 

Exhibit 1   Selected Journals 
Acronym Journal Title 
A&F 
AAAJ 
ABACUS 

Accounting & Finance 
Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal 
ABACUS 

ABFH 
ABR 
AH 

Accounting, Business and Financial History 
Accounting and Business Research 
Accounting History 

AHJ 
AHo 

Accounting Historians Journal 
Accounting Horizons 

AOS Accounting, Organizations and Society 
AR The Accounting Review 
BAR British Accounting Review 
CAR 
IAE 

Contemporary Accounting Research 
Issues in Accounting Education 

IJA The International Journal of Accounting 
IJAud International Journal of Auditing 
JAE Journal of Accounting and Economics 
JAPP 
JAR 

Journal of Accounting and Public Policy 
Journal of Accounting Research 

JIAAT Journal of International Accounting, Auditing and Taxation 
JMAR 
MAR 

Journal of Management Accounting Research 
Management Accounting Research 

MF 
RAS 

Managerial Finance 
Review of Accounting Studies 

 
The main criteria applied in selecting these journals were: (1) the quality ratings of the 

journals; (2) the length of time since establishment of the journals; (3) the diversity of types 
and topics of the papers published within and across the journals, and; (4) in reference to 
some of the journals, the level of activism or reputation of the journals in publishing research 
on accounting issues in China.  
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To develop this list of journals we utilised a range of published journal quality ratings, 
such as the Thomson-ISI Web of Knowledge Journal Citation Reports (2006), the Association 
of Business Schools (ABS) Academic Journal Quality Guide (Harvey et al., 2007) from the 
United Kingdom (UK), Harzing’s (2006) Journal Quality List which is derived from 18 other 
journal ranking sources internationally (also see Mingers & Harzing, 2007), and the Business 
and Academic Research Directors Network (BARDsNET) draft Journal Ranking Exercise of 
August 2007 which was directly communicated to Australian universities. Using international, 
US, UK and Australian measures of journal rankings provided a comprehensive listing of 
journals perceived to be of good quality in the English-speaking world. All of the journals we 
selected appear in both the ABS and BARDsNET lists, with 14 (61%) of the journals rated in 
the top two of five tiers in the ABS list, and 20 (87%) rated in the top two of four tiers in the 
BARDsNET list. Further, over 56% of journals in our set were rated in the top 30 academic 
accounting journals according to a study by Hasselback et al. (2003). 

We reviewed the establishment dates of journals (following Zeff, 1996) as a means for 
adding a further measure of robustness to existing quality criteria (see Brinn et al., 1996). By 
1999, representing the beginning of the publication period we analysed, 43% of our set of 23 
journals had been published for 20 years or more. Another nine journals had been published 
for ten to 19 years by 1999,1 and while the remaining four journals had been established for 
less than ten years, no journal had been in existence for less than five years based on the 
publication dates of the specific articles we analysed.  
  On the third criterion we set for journal selection, heterogeneity and maximum 
variation played a part in ensuring the scope of selected journals was diversified across major 
sub-discipline areas such as financial accounting, management accounting, auditing, and 
accounting history. Finally, some journals such as IJA, JIAAT and MF have been particularly 
active in publishing papers on accounting issues concerning China and were therefore deemed 
essential for inclusion in the journal set. Collectively these three journals published almost 45% 
of the papers we analysed. While we have not included the numerous finance (as opposed to 
accounting) oriented journals in the sample, MF was included not only because of its record 
in publishing research related to China, but because of the diversity of accounting, auditing, 
and financial reporting papers included in relevant issues of the journal. 
 
Article selection 

Articles in the identified journals were sourced from a range of relevant databases, 
particularly Business Source Premier (EBSCO), ScienceDirect (Elsevier), Emerald 
Management Xtra, Synergy Blackwell Journals and SpringerLink, as well as from hardcopy 
periodicals collections. While a more exhaustive set of databases could have been accessed, 
the utilised databases covered an appropriate array of major accounting journals and allowed 
us to derive a sufficiently large and diverse sample, consistent with prior studies of the 
accounting literature and thus with some assurances as to the comprehensiveness and 
representativeness of our sample of articles from these journals. We scanned the titles, 
abstracts and key word listings of all papers retrieved and eliminated those which did not 
match our study requirements. Articles we specifically excluded were those which presented 
an editorial comment, such as Lu and Aiken’s (2003) introduction to a special issue of ABFH 
on Chinese accounting history, and commentaries on other articles, such as Clinch’s (2005) 
discussion of the paper by Haw et al. (2005). While we included articles that provided 
comparative analyses of accounting in China and/or Hong Kong and another nation, in 
general we excluded studies which made such comparisons between China and/or Hong Kong 
and multiple other nations on the grounds that the much of the content concerned countries 
other than China (for exception see Street & Gray, 2002). 
 



 6

Analysis 

The Appendix to this paper provides a comprehensive database of the collection of articles we 
studied. In probing our article set we employed a selection of categorisations derived from an 
examination of existing studies which analyse accounting literature. Seminal early work in 
this form of analysis (see Brown et al., 1989) suggests that key attributes of articles are 
accounting area, research method, school of thought, and geographical focus. To this list we 
added aspects of publication outlet, authorship, and author/s institutional affiliations and 
geographic locations, and utilised data classifications comparable with the key prior studies of 
Needles (1997) and Ji (2000).  

One measure of research productivity and authorship we employed was the weighted 
number of articles by author/s geographic location, based on institutional affiliation. The 
technique used to perform this calculation involved assigning a weighting of one to each 
paper, consistent with the method employed in the global study of accounting programs and 
accounting research publications by Chan, Chen and Cheng (2007). For example, one of the 
papers included in our study was Chen and Wang’s (2004) IJA article on the value relevance 
of income statement items. Chen’s institutional affiliation at the time the article was published 
is listed as Lingnan University, Hong Kong, while Wong’s was Nanjing University, China. In 
this case the weighted number for the article is calculated as 0.5 for Hong Kong and 0.5 for 
China, being one paper divided by two authors. Further, as shown in this example, in 
analysing authorship we have separated Hong Kong from the other regions of China 
principally as a result of differing business, economic and social histories and the wider use of 
the English language in Hong Kong, although we have included in our sample several journal 
articles which deal with Hong Kong alone.  
 
Results 
A mean of 10 articles were published annually across the selected journal set, however there 
is a considerable degree of variability in the actual number of articles published per annum. 
Figure 1 provides a graphical depiction of the publication dates for the 83 articles studied, 
revealing a peak of 19 articles published in the selected journals in 2000 with a generally 
downward movement thereafter as indicated by the superimposed linear regression trend line. 
 

Figure 1   Publications by year 
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Publication outlets 

Table 1 summarises the number of articles related to accounting in China in the 23 accounting 
journals studied. Data in the table is classified into two ranges, 1999-2002 and 2003-2006, to 
provide an indicator of changes across the two four-year periods.  
 

Table 1   Summary statistics articles and publication outlets 
 
 
 
Journal 

 
 

No. articles 
(n = 83) 

 
Percentage of 

articles 
% 

 
Period 1 

1999-2002 
(n = 50) 

 
Period 2 

2003-2006 
(n = 33) 

Change in 
articles 

published 
Period 1 to 2 

IJA 15 18.2 12 3 -9 
JIAAT 11 13.3  7 4 -3 
MF 11 13.3 7 4 -3 
IJAud 6 7.2 3 3 0 
ABFH 5 6.0 0 5 +5 
AHo 4 4.8 4 0 -4 
ABACUS 3 3.6 2 1 -1 
ABR 3 3.6 3 0 -3 
AOS 3 3.6 1 2 +1 
BAR 3 3.6 1 2 +1 
JAPP 3 3.6 1 2 +1 
AHJ 2 2.4 1 1 0 
AR 2 2.4 1 1 0 
CAR 2 2.4 1 1 0 
MAR 2 2.4 2 0 -2 
A&F 1 1.2 0 1 +1 
AAAJ 1 1.2 1 0 -1 
AH 1 1.2 0 1 +1 
IAE 1 1.2 0 1 +1 
JAE 1 1.2 1 0 -1 
JAR 1 1.2 1 0 -1 
JMAR 1 1.2 1 0 -1 
RAS 1 1.2 0 1 +1 
Totals 83 100% 50 33 -17 
 
As shown in Table 1, across the entire eight years studied IJA featured just over 18% of the 
total papers we analysed and was the most active journal in publishing research on accounting 
in the context of China. The equal second most frequent sources of articles on accounting in 
China were JIAAT and MF, which each published around 13% of the articles analysed. Eight 
journals published between three and six papers, while the remaining journals published only 
one or two papers in the area, indicating limited submissions of, or limited interest in, papers 
concerning accounting in China for these journals.  
 
Authorship 

In researching accounting practices related to any particular country an understanding of 
factors which generate a unique economic, social, and national identity is important. 
Considering that China was, for a very lengthy period of time, closed to the Western world 
and has a distinctive set of cultural norms and values as well as a body of literature written in 
other than the English language, it is unsurprising to find that the vast majority of the authors 
of the papers we examined appear to be of Chinese ethnicity. It seems that only about 10% of 
the journal articles studied were the products solely of authors of other than Chinese ethnicity, 
although there is evidence of significant collaboration between authors of different ethnicities. 
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In examining the range of authors it is apparent that a relatively limited set of 
researchers are active in studying accounting in China and in publishing that work in well 
respected journals. As sole or co-authors the most prolific researchers are Z. Jun Lin (Hong 
Kong Baptist University) with nine articles, and K. Hung Chan (Lingnan University, Hong 
Kong), Jason Zezhong Xiao (Cardiff University, Wales) and Qingliang Tang (University of 
Western Sydney, Australia) each with six articles. Feng Chen (Shenzhen Stock Exchange, 
China/University of Hong Kong), Charles J.P. Chen and Xijia Su (both of City University of 
Hong Kong) each authored five articles. A further 26 individuals sole- or co-authored 
between two and four of the 83 articles.  

Table 2 reports the weighted number of articles by the geographic location of author/s 
according to primary institutional affiliation.2   
 

Table 2   Number of articles by author/s geographic location 
Rank Country Weighted No. articles 

(n = 83) 
Percentage of articles 

% 
1 Hong Kong 35.5 42.8 
2 United States 16.8 20.2 
3 China 10.2 12.3 
4 Australia 9.9 11.9 
5 United Kingdom 7.5 9.0 
6 France 1.0 1.0 
7 Taiwan 0.7 0.8 
8 United Arab Emirates 0.5 0.6 

9 (eq.) Singapore 0.3 0.4 
9 (eq.) Israel 0.3 0.4 
9 (eq.) Canada 0.3 0.4 

 
Nearly 43% of total weighted journal articles were authored by academics located in 

Hong Kong; almost 3.5 times as many articles as for authors located in other regions of China. 
Academics located in the United States (US) also authored 65% more weighted articles than 
their colleagues in China (excluding Hong Kong). The only other major contributors to the 
literature were from researchers with Australian and UK institutional affiliations, collectively 
authoring almost 21% of the total weighted research output.  

Only 20 of the 83 papers were sole-authored and thus over three-quarters of the 
articles were the products of collaborative research efforts. Of these joint-authored papers, 25 
(around 40%) resulted from collaborations by authors in the same geographic location, 
principally Hong Kong, and the remaining 60% (38 articles) were Hong Kong-China or cross-
border collaborations. Co-author works from researchers in Hong Kong and other regions of 
China represented the highest frequency (13%) for such collaborative works. Other than this 
cooperative work, six papers (9.5%) were jointly authored by Hong Kong and US authors, a 
further four papers by authors in the US, China and Hong Kong, and another four by US and 
Australian authors. Details of other geographically defined forms of international 
collaboration appear in the Appendix.  
 
Research methodology and research approach 

Using basic research methodology as a preliminary indicator of approaches to research design 
and underlying research philosophies and associated ontological and epistemological 
assumptions, the papers were initially divided into quantitative and qualitative groupings. 
Figure 2 displays the methodological approaches applied for the sample of 83 journal articles, 
showing that authors of the overwhelming proportion of articles adopted quantitative 
methodologies. 
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Figure 2   Research methodology 
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Almost 35% of the papers evaluated in the current study were classified as empirical 
statistical (see Figure 3). This category of journal articles included those where statistical 
techniques, particularly various forms of significance testing and inferential statistics, were 
applied to empirical data in testing hypotheses. Data analysed by the authors of papers within 
this category were often sourced from annual reports, as in the Yang et al. (2001) study of 
auditor independence, or from survey questionnaires, as used in Tsui’s (2001) research on 
budgetary participation, management accounting systems and managerial performance.3 
Statistical analysis methods used across such papers included a range of parametric and non-
parametric tests and multivariate statistics. Examples include Chan and Mo’s (2000) 
examination of tax non-compliance applying regression analysis to information sourced from 
tax bureaux, Chan and Chow’s (2001) study of transfer pricing based on survey questionnaire 
responses and utilising Chi-square tests, regression analysis and loglinear methods, and the 
O’Connor et al. (2004) investigation of the adoption of Western management/accounting 
controls using survey data and applying t-tests, and factor, correlation and regression analyses. 

Capital markets research ranked next (at 20.5% of articles) after empirical statistical 
papers. Methodologically, capital markets research in accounting involves the study of 
relationships or associations between accounting information and share prices or stock returns 
(see Brown, 1994; Kothari, 2001; Kothari et al., 2002). The papers classified as capital 
markets were essentially empirical statistical and quantitative inferential in nature and were 
focused on market reactions to, and value relevance and information content of, accounting 
information and reporting disclosures (for examples see Abdel-khalik et al., 1999; Chen et al., 
2001; Chen, Firth & Kim, 2002; Haw et al., 2001; Lin & Chen, 2005; Cheng & Leung, 2006). 

Historical articles represented 15.7% of papers, although both the historical and 
deductive descriptive categories were inflated due to special issues on accounting in China of 
the journals ABFH (Vol. 13, No. 1) and MF (Vol. 26, No. 5). Of the historical papers more 
than 50% were interpretive.  

In the total article set almost 14.5% of articles were classified as deductive descriptive 
and were qualitative, essay-style papers. These articles were principally conceptual discourses 
on current Chinese accounting practices and issues, such as the discussions of Dai et al. (2000) 
and Yang et al. (2003) on accounting firm-government relationships, or descriptive 
comparative analyses such as Lin and Chan (2000) and Chong’s (2000) comparisons of 
Chinese and international auditing standards and auditing guidelines. Empirical descriptive 
articles accounted for almost 11% of papers in the sample and authors of these articles tended 
to use qualitative methods such as case studies, although some of these papers contain basic 
descriptive statistics including means, medians, and percentages. Examples of these papers 
include Lee’s (2001) case study of financial restructuring in a state-owned enterprise and 
Haverty’s (2006) comparative analysis of the reporting practices of listed Chinese companies 
with reference to the degree of convergence of US GAAP and IFRS.  

Three papers were categorised as modelling, all based on structural equation 
techniques, being studies of political constraints, organisation design and performance 
measurement in state-owned enterprises (O'Connor et al., 2006), comparative taxpayer 
compliance in Hong Kong and the US (Chan et al., 2000), and budgetary participation in a 
public utility (Poon et al., 2001).  

The comparative bar chart depicted in Figure 3 also contrasts the results for our 
sample of 83 articles from the 1999-2006 period with the 52 articles on accounting in China 
from the earlier 1993-1998 period, as analysed by Ji (2000). There are, however, some 
possible differences in interpretation of the classification schema. For example, while Needles 
(1997) suggests that the empirical descriptive category includes articles which make use of a 
survey or questionnaire, we made classifications in our study based on the methods used in 
analysing (as well as collecting) such data, and consequently determined that most of the 
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survey research was best described as empirical statistical due to the nature and sophistication 
of the statistical significance testing employed in analysing responses to the survey 
instruments.  

An outstanding aspect of the comparative results depicted in Figure 3 is the shift from 
deductive descriptive articles to empirical statistical and capital markets articles. This is 
particularly significant considering the degree of commonality of the journal sets analysed in 
Ji (2000) and the current study, given that our study included 13 of the 17 journals (76%) 
examined by Ji (2000). 
 
Subject matter 

We categorised the subject matter of articles using a two-step approach initially involving the 
identification of the accounting sub-discipline area and then applying a more detailed topic 
area classification. Table 3 displays the results for the broad discipline areas of the papers 
following a classification system similar to that applied in Needles (1997) and Ji (2000). 
 

Table 3   Articles by sub-discipline area 
Subject matter No. articles 

(n =83) 
Percentage of articles 

% 
Financial Accounting & Reporting 22 26.5 
Auditing 18 21.7 
Management Accounting 14 16.9 
Accounting Standards 10 12.1 
Accounting History 9 10.8 
Taxation 4 4.8 
Accounting Profession 4 4.8 
Accounting Research 1 1.2 
Accounting Education 1 1.2 
 

Financial accounting and reporting research, followed by auditing, were the most 
popular sub-disciplinary areas of the papers studied, as shown in Table 3. With few 
exceptions the papers classified as financial accounting and reporting, which included most of 
the capital markets research, were empirical statistical in nature, adopting quantitative 
inferential methodologies. Other than the capital markets articles outlined in the previous 
section of this paper, particularly common threads in the remainder of the financial 
accounting and reporting papers were levels and types of reporting disclosures (for examples 
see Xiao, 1999; Chen & Jaggi, 2000; Ho & Wong, 2001; Chau & Gray, 2002; Xiao, Yang & 
Chow, 2004). 

In terms of broad research approach, the auditing papers, constituting over 21% of all 
papers, were almost evenly divided between those which were empirical statistical and those 
which were descriptive (deductive descriptive and empirical descriptive). At the core of most 
of these papers were issues concerning audit opinions and auditor independence (for examples 
see DeFond et al., 1999; Yang et al., 2001, 2003; Lin et al., 2003; Chen et al., 2005).  

Almost 17% of the papers considered topics in management accounting. These articles 
were generally empirical statistical with a common theme being factors affecting the adoption 
of Western management accounting practices, particularly in respect to cultural variables (for 
examples see Chow et al., 2000; Tsui, 2001; Chang & Hwang, 2002; Lin & Yu, 2002; 
O’Connor et al., 2004).  

Among the 12.1% of papers which looked at accounting standards, the leading themes 
were harmonisation and comparative accounting standards (for examples see Tang 2000; 
Chen, Sun & Wang, 2002; Street & Gray, 2002; Xiao, Weetman & Sun, 2004; Haverty, 2006).  
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The accounting history sub-discipline area supplied 10.8% of the sampled papers. 
These papers were largely qualitative interpretive accounts, although only one historical paper 
(Auyeung & Ivory, 2003) was framed within a critical interpretive paradigm. The interpretive 
articles were strongly focused on the roles of Chinese political and cultural variables in 
understanding historical accounting practices and accounting development, such as 
Auyeung’s (2002) comparative study of 19th century accounting in China and Japan and Gao 
and Handley-Schachler (2003) and Bloom and Solotko’s (2003) studies of Chinese 
accounting history in the context of Confucianism. The remaining accounting history papers 
were narratives, including institutional histories such as Xu and Xu’s (2003) study of the 
professionalisation of accounting in early 20th century Shanghai and Hao’s (1999) 
examination of the regulation and organisation of accountants in China during the 20th century. 

The remaining sub-discipline areas of taxation, the accounting profession, accounting 
education, and accounting research, each accounted for a small minority of papers and are 
detailed in the Appendix. One final point of note was the particular focus on public sector 
organisations across the various sub-disciplinary categories. Given the nature of China’s 
economic and political systems this is not an unexpected result, although it is a potential point 
of contrast with the accounting literature concerning other nations. Examples of articles with 
public sector settings included studies of financial restructuring (Lee, 2001), auditing (Tang et 
al., 1999), budgetary participation (Poon et al., 2001), and public accountability and 
government auditing (Ng, 2002).  

 
Discussion and conclusions 
Growing investment and commercial interest in China, brought about by the nation’s 
expanding economic and global profile, would be anticipated to promote increasing attention 
to, and conduct of, research on accounting in China. However, contrary to this supposition, 
the number of articles on accounting in China in the 23 journals we examined peaked in 2000 
and then followed a declining trend through to 2006. In a recent two-decade study of the 
publishing patterns of UK accounting and finance academics, Brown et al. (2007) found that 
publications were at their zenith in 2000 and decreased thereafter, mirroring our finding for 
research on Chinese accounting issues. The reduction in published output in the top journals 
after 2000 is of concern, particularly considering the rapid pace of accounting developments, 
harmonisation efforts, and IFRS influences in China from 2002 onwards, as discussed earlier 
in this paper. In terms of changes in publication patterns it is also of note that the number of 
papers on accounting in China published in IJA and JIAAT, pre-eminent journals publishing in 
the area, declined substantially across the 1999-2002 to 2003-2006 periods (see Table 1).  

These observations suggest that it would be useful to extend or follow-up our study by 
varying or expanding the journal list to more broadly assess if the number of articles on 
accounting in China is in ascendancy or decline and to determine if the publication outlets for 
this work are changing. Jones et al. (1996, p. 597) analysed the publishing patterns of UK 
accounting academics finding that as a result of networking into the UK academic 
environment and in working on material predominantly of UK interest, “these factors present 
a barrier to achieving publications in US journals”. Similarly, later work in the UK 
environment (Brown et al., 2007, p.125) indicates that “very few UK academics publish in the 
set of journals which they themselves rate the most highly in terms of quality and which are 
primarily published in the US”. Thus a direction for future research is to enlarge or diversify 
the journal sample to include journals of other ranks or which are more recently established, 
specialist or interdisciplinary. Examination of the literature on accounting in China written in 
Chinese languages, such as Mandarin, is a further area for future research since the works 
published in English represent only a subset of the total literature. As Carmona et al. (1999, 
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p.463) found in studying the diffusion of accounting research concerning European countries, 
“there exists limited mobility of non-English written accounting research”. Elucidation of the 
nature, topics and methods of the non-English language literature on Chinese accounting 
issues may add to the research agenda and aid in the recognition of gaps in the body of 
English language writings, thus providing potential to improve the insight yield of future 
research. 

Language may also present a barrier in terms of the authorship patterns noted in our 
analysis. For example, we found that the number of weighted articles authored or co-authored 
by academics with Hong Kong institutional affiliations was much greater than that for authors 
located in all other regions of China. In Hong Kong many academics and researchers have 
overseas, especially North American, educational backgrounds, evidenced perhaps in part by 
the extent of collaborative research relationships between Hong Kong and US authors. Also 
having potential to affect the extent of research output from China (other than Hong Kong) is 
unfamiliarity with the scientific research methodologies (see Ji, 2000; Tang 2000) required to 
secure publication in highly ranked English language accounting journals and lack of 
opportunities for, or encouragement of, research in general (Tang 2000). 

There is a very limited spread of authors researching in the area and who are 
publishing in the major journals. Many of the same authors appear in a significant number of 
the articles we examined. One possible explanation for this finding is that there are relatively 
few authors writing about accounting in China. An alternative interpretation is that author 
concentration may be a manifestation of an elite effect (see Smith & Dombrowski, 1998; 
Chan et al., 2005; Glover et al., 2006; Chan, Chen & Cheng, 2007) such that publication 
opportunities in highly ranked journals are related to author-editor connections, the 
accounting programs from which authors graduated, or the institutional affiliations of authors.  

In terms of methods and methodology, our analysis showed that the most popular 
approach used by authors in undertaking accounting research concerning China had changed 
significantly in recent years. While empirical statistical and capital markets approaches to 
research collectively comprised only 3.8% of articles on accounting in China published in the 
1993 to 1998 period (Ji, 2000), for the 1999-2006 period we found that the majority of the 
literature (56.6%) was based on these research approaches. In a consistent contrast with Ji 
(2000), who discovered that almost 76.9% of the literature was deductive descriptive, only 
14.5% of the literature could be similarly classified in our study. Several plausible 
explanations can be offered for this change in the sophistication of methodology and research 
methods. Increasing data availability about Chinese organisations, such as the development of 
securities, tax and corporate reporting databases, provides for the utilisation of more advanced 
quantitative approaches to research. It may also be the case that relatively recent and 
expanded access to such datasets, particularly stock market data, could be a factor driving the 
research agenda on accounting in China in reference to sub-disciplines, topics and research 
approaches. The entrée of an elite cadre of researchers investigating accounting in China, as 
shown in the findings concerning authorship, is another possible explanation for the profound 
growth in the number of articles which reflect the adoption of empirical statistical and capital 
markets approaches. There may also be a perceived need for research on accounting in China 
to be conducted in a manner which matches expectations for accounting research connected 
with other nations, both in general and for comparability purposes. Further, there is the well-
recognised notion that in order to be published in many of the top accounting journals, 
statistical approaches to data analysis are almost a prerequisite. These factors may also 
underlie our findings concerning the lack of diversity in authorship, given the research 
methods skills set required to undertake this type of research. 

In terms of specific research methods, the common use of securities databases, survey 
questionnaires, and annual report/financial statement analyses was apparent (see Appendix). 
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Less than 10% of papers used interview techniques as primary or corroboratory data gathering 
methods (see Xiao, 2000; Chan & Chow, 2001; Davidson & Chang 2001; Poon et al., 2001; 
Lin & Yu, 2002; Chan & Lo, 2004; O’Connor et al., 2004; Xiao, Weetman & Sun, 2004) and 
application of these methods was concentrated in the management accounting sub-discipline 
area. Case study methods were employed in the research underlying only three papers (see 
Lee, 2001; Lin & Yu, 2002; Seol & Sarking, 2006), and experimental designs were used only 
in Lin et al. (2003), on responses to audit report qualifications, and Hwang et al. (2005), on 
cooperative learning in accounting education. There was also a marked absence of research 
undertaken within the critical interpretive paradigm (with the exception of Auyeung & Ivory, 
2003) despite the burgeoning of this branch of the accounting literature. These observations 
may be indicative of a need to consider further exploration of accounting issues in China 
which transcend functional perspectives on accounting information and offer alternatives to 
the use of quantitative statistical methodologies in making causal claims and generalisations. 
However, it needs to be acknowledged that these findings may be the result of the biasing 
effects of the particular journals we selected for analysis. 

In reference to sub-discipline focus, papers on financial accounting and reporting were 
predominant in our sample. This finding is in accord with the results of Ji’s (2000) study of 
the accounting literature on China published in the 1966 to 1998 period and also mirrors more 
general observations about publication patterns in accounting journals. For example, in 
examining the most influential journals in accounting, for the top five journals (all of which 
were included in our sample) Bonner et al. (2006, p.663) concluded that: 
 

Financial accounting articles appear in disproportionately high numbers for all journals 
except Accounting, Organizations and Society, whereas management accounting articles 
appear in disproportionately low numbers for all journals except Accounting, 
Organizations and Society. 

 
The prevalence of financial accounting and reporting research, particularly in the context of 
China, may also be in response to the prominence of accounting standards development and 
continued harmonisation activities within the Chinese accounting reform process over the 
time period we studied. Growing maturity of the principal Chinese stock markets since their 
establishment in the early 1990s, and increasing availability of data about these markets, may 
also be fuelling this area of research. However, in a recent examination of publishing patterns 
in the financial and reporting literature internationally, Parker (2007) highlights several issues 
that are of equal relevance in the context of our study and which point to the need for 
improved diversity in accounting research on China. Parker (2007, p.39) noted that: 
 

The findings reveal a strong North American economics and finance-based positivist 
influence, a largely uncritical acceptance of accounting’s subservience to the demands of 
the market, a reluctance to engage major policy questions and broader reporting 
constituencies. These appear to be conditioned to a large degree by internal features and 
pressures within the academic research community. Evidence is presented for greater 
attention to major environmental shifts impacting accounting and communities globally, a 
reinvigoration of researchers’ direct engagement with reporting constituents in the field, a 
revisiting of major business, accounting, social and environmental policy questions, and a 
preparedness to address today’s major … concerns of communities and governments. 

 
On the basis of our findings, taken together with Parker’s criticisms of the accounting 
literature more generally, our suggestions for furthering the accounting research agenda 
concerning China include the needs to: (1) consider broader perspectives on accounting issues; 
(2) traverse a more expansive field of topic areas; (3) explore issues by employing a wider 
array of research methodologies and methods, particularly critical interpretive approaches; 
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and (4) address exclusivity issues in the promulgation of studies and encourage new 
researchers to the area. 
 

 

Endnotes 
1 AH was renumbered beginning at Vol. 1 No. 1 in 1996, but has been in existence since 1989 (see Carnegie & 
Wolnizer, 1996). 
2 However, the analysis excludes other institutional affiliations (generally a visiting scholarship) of a number of 
authors. 
3 However, the classification of a study as empirical can be problematic due to differing interpretations of the 
meaning of the term. In the current study of the accounting literature on China, a broad-based interpretation of 
the term was applied. The following extract from Bisman (2002, p.8) highlights the issues: 
 

“Empiricism in accounting can be seen as ‘testing or relating accounting hypotheses or theories back to 
the ‘experiences’ or ‘facts’ of the real world’ (Godfrey et al., 1994, p.58). Empirical propositions are 
thus verified by observation (involving the use of the senses in carrying out the investigation), while by 
way of contrast, analytical propositions are verified by logic or syntactical rules (Mathews & Perera, 
1991) … However, the nature of empirical research remains contentious. Views exist which suggest 
that empirical research includes a range of qualitative and quantitative methods; experiments, surveys 
and case studies (see Abdel-khalik & Ajinkya, 1979; Brownell, 1995), or is quantitative alone 
(Chevalier, 1979). There is the further suggestion that the term ‘empirical research’ has been misused in 
the accounting literature to mean ‘gathering and using real-world data in research efforts’ and that this 
‘fails to distinguish between gathering opinions and impressions of others, second-handed and usually 
through questionnaires and obtaining first-hand experience of reality’ (Pattillo 1977), [thus] implying 
that only naturalistic methods are empirical”.  
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           Appendix  
 

Year Article title Journal, 
Vol. Iss. 
Pages 

Author/s Author/s 
Geographic 
location/s 

Author  
Institutional 
Affiliation/s 

Broad 
subject 
matter 

Specific subject 
matter 

Methodology Broad 
Research 
Approach 

Specific  
Research 
Method/s 

1999 The Information 
Environment of 
China's A and B 
Shares: Can We 
Make Sense of the 
Numbers? 

IJA 
34(4): 
467-489 

Abdel-
khalik, 
A.R., 
Wong, 
K.A. & 
Wu, A. 

US, 
Singapore 
& Taiwan 

Univ. of Florida, 
National Univ. 
of Singapore, & 
National 
Chengchi Univ. 

Financial 
Accounting 
& Reporting 

Information content 
of earnings & stock 
price correlation 
differentials 

Quantitative 
Inferential 

Capital 
Markets 

Securities 
database 

2000 Financial Packaging 
of IPO Firms in 
China 

JAR 
38(1): 
103-126 

Aharony, 
J., Lee, 
C.W.J. & 
Wong, T.J. 

Israel, US 
& HK 

Tel Aviv Univ., 
Tulane Univ. & 
HK Univ. of 
Science & 
Technology 

Financial 
Accounting 
& Reporting 

Initial public 
offerings & 
earnings 
management 

Quantitative 
Inferential 

Capital 
Markets 

Prospectuses, 
annual reports & 
securities 
databases 

2002 A Comparative Study 
of Accounting 
Adaptation: China 
and Japan during the 
Nineteenth Century 

AHJ 
29(2): 1-
30  

Auyeung, 
P.K. 

Australia Griffith Univ. Accounting 
History 

Socio-cultural 
explanations of 
differences in 
accounting in 
China & Japan 

Qualitative Historical Interpretive - 
descriptive & 
comparative 
analysis 

2003 A Weberian Model 
Applied to the Study 
of Accounting 
Stagnation in late 
Qing China 

ABFH 
13(1): 5-
26 

Auyeung, 
P.K. & 
Ivory, P. 

Australia & 
Australia 

Griffith Univ. & 
Univ. of 
Sunshine Coast 

Accounting 
History 

Critical analysis of 
persistence of 
indigenous 
accounting system 

Qualitative Historical Interpretive - 
critical 

2000 Joint Ventures in 
China - Accounting 
Implications 

MF 
26(5): 1-
11 

Blake, J., 
Gao, S. & 
Wraith, P. 

UK, UK & 
UK 

Univ. of Central 
Lancashire, 
Napier Univ. & 
Univ. of Central 
Lancashire 

Management 
Accounting 
& 
Accounting 
Standards 

Internal control 
needs, nature of 
account items & 
accounting rules for 
joint ventures 

Qualitative Deductive 
Descriptive 

Discussion of 
issues  

2003 The Foundation of 
Confucianism in 
Chinese and Japanese 
Accounting 

ABFH 
13(1): 27-
40 

Bloom, R. 
& Solotko, 
J. 

US & US  John Carroll 
Univ. & 
independent 
consultant 

Accounting 
History 

Influence of 
Confucian tenets on 
accounting 
principles 

Qualitative Historical Interpretive - 
descriptive 

2000 An Expanded Model 
of Taxpayer 
Compliance: 
Empirical Evidence 
from the United 
States and Hong 
Kong 

JIAAT 
9(2): 83-
103 

Chan, 
C.W., 
Troutman, 
C.S. & 
O'Bryan, 
D. 

Australia, 
US & US 

Macquarie 
Univ., Bradley 
Univ. & 
Pittsburg State 
Univ. 

Taxation Cultural differences 
in taxpayer 
compliance in the 
US & Hong Kong 

Quantitative 
Structural 
Equation 

Modelling 

Modelling/ 
Empirical 
Statistical 

Survey 
questionnaire 



 19

2001 Corporate 
Environments and 
International Transfer 
Pricing: An 
Empirical Study of 
China in a 
Developing Economy 
Framework 

ABR 
31(2): 
103-118 

Chan, K.H. 
& Chow, 
L. 

HK & HK Lingnan Univ. 
& Lingnan 
Univ. 

Management 
Accounting 

Transfer pricing 
methods employed 
by multinational 
corporations 

Quantitative 
Inferential 

Empirical 
Statistical 

Survey 
questionnaire - 
structured 
interviews 

2004 The Influence of 
Management 
Perceptions of 
Environmental 
Variables on the 
Choice of 
International 
Transfer-pricing 
Methods 

IJA 
39(1): 93-
110 

Chan, K.H. 
& Lo, 
A.W.Y 

HK & HK Lingnan Univ. 
& Lingnan 
Univ. 

Management 
Accounting 

Environmental 
variables & 
international 
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HK, China 
& US 

City Univ. of 
HK, Routon 
Electric Co. & 
Univ. of Miami 

Management 
Accounting 

Political constraints 
on labour decisions 
in performance 
measurement & 
oganisation design 

Quantitative 
Structural 
Equation 

Modelling 

Modelling/ 
Empirical 
Statistical 

Survey 
questionnaire 
(mailed) & 
archival data 

2001 Budget Participation, 
Goal 
Interdependence and 
Controversy: A 
Study of a Chinese 
Public Utility 

MAR 
12(1): 
101-118 

Poon, M., 
Pike, R. & 
Tjosvold, 
D. 

HK, UK, 
HK 

City Univ. of 
HK, Univ. of 
Bradford & 
Lingnan Univ. 

Management 
Accounting 

Participative 
budgeting & 
managers' goal 
interdependence 

Quantitative 
Structural 
Equation 

Modelling 

Modelling/ 
Empirical 
Statistical 

Interviews 

2006 A Model for Internal 
Auditor Selection: 
The Case of a 
Trading Company in 
Hong Kong 

IJAud 
10(3): 
243-253 

Seol, I. & 
Sarkis, J. 

US & US  Clark Univ. & 
Clark Univ. 

Auditing Comprehensiveness 
of factors involved 
in internal auditor 
selection 

Quantitative Empirical 
Descriptive 

Case study - 
single, plus 
survey & skills 
test/analysis 

2002 Factors Influencing 
the Extent of 
Corporate 
Compliance with 
International 
Accounting 
Standards: Summary 
of a Research 
Monograph 

JIAAT 
11(1): 51-
76 

Street, D.L. 
& Gray, 
S.J. 

US & 
Australia 

James Madison 
Univ. & Univ. 
of New South 
Wales 

Accounting 
Standards 

Industry & audit 
firm factors in 
degree of corporate 
compliance with 
IAS 

Quantitative 
Inferential 

Empirical 
Statistical 

Annual reports 

2000 Accounting Reforms 
in China: A 
Transition from State 
Plan and Control-
oriented System to 
Capital Market-
oriented System 

MF 
26(5): 80-
99 

Tang, Q. & 
Lau, A. 

Australia & 
US 

Univ. of 
Western Sydney 
& Oklahoma 
State Univ. 

Financial 
Accounting 
& Reporting 

Changes in 
accounting reforms 
& differences 
between new & old 
accounting systems 
& standards 

Qualitative Historical Comparative 
analysis  



 28

1999 Auditing of State-
owned Enterprises in 
China: Historic 
Development, 
Current Practice and 
Emerging Issues 

IJA 
34(2): 
173-187 

Tang, Q., 
Chow, 
C.W. & 
Lau, A. 

Australia, 
US & US 

Univ. of 
Western 
Sydney, San 
Diego State 
Univ. & 
Oklahoma State 
Univ. 

Auditing Development, 
practice & 
independence in 
government 
auditing 

Qualitative Deductive 
Descriptive 

Laws & 
regulations - 
descriptive 

2000 Bumpy Road 
Leading to 
Internationalization: 
A Review of 
Accounting 
Development in 
China 

AHo 
14(1): 93-
102 

Tang, Y. China Shanghai Univ. 
of Finance & 
Economics 

Accounting 
Standards 

Issues in the 
internationalisation 
of accounting in 
China 

Qualitative Deductive 
Descriptive 

Review of 
accounting 
standards & 
conceptualisations 
of factors 

2001 The Impact of 
Culture on the 
Relationship between 
Budgetary 
Participation, 
Management 
Accounting Systems, 
and Managerial 
Performance: An 
Analysis of Chinese 
and Western 
Managers 

IJA 
36(2): 
125-146 

Tsui, J.S.L. HK City Univ. of 
HK 

Management 
Accounting 

Effect of culture on 
differences in 
budgetary 
participation, MAS 
& managerial 
performance 

Quantitative 
Inferential 

Empirical 
Statistical 

Survey 
questionnaire 
(mailed) 

2000 The Impact of Tax 
Incentives on Foreign 
Direct Investment in 
China 

JIAAT 
9(2): 105-
135 

Tung, S. & 
Cho, S. 

HK & HK HK Baptist 
Univ. & HK 
Polytechnic 
Univ.  

Taxation Tax incentives & 
impact on foreign 
investment & 
organisational form 

Quantitative 
Inferential & 
Qualitative 

Empirical 
Statistical 

Economic 
databases/ 
yearbooks 

2003 Trust, Procedural 
Justice and Decision-
Making Style: A 
Study of Collective 
and Private 
Enterprises in the 
Context of China's 
Reform 

MF 
29(12): 1-
13 

Wang, Y. Australia Univ. of 
Technology – 
Sydney 

Management 
Accounting 

Decision making 
behaviour in 
private & collective 
organisations 

Quantitative 
Inferential 

Empirical 
Statistical 

Survey 
questionnaire - 
mailed 

1999 Corporate 
Disclosures made by 
Chinese Listed 
Companies 

IJA 
34(3): 
349-373 

Xiao, [J] Z. UK Cardiff Univ. Financial 
Accounting 
& Reporting 

Level of 
compliance with 
disclosure 
requirements 

Qualitative Empirical 
Descriptive 

Content analysis 
(basic) of annual 
reports 
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2004 Political Influence 
and Coexistence of a 
Uniform Accounting 
System and 
Accounting 
Standards Recent 
Developments in 
China 

ABACUS 
40(2): 
193-218 

Xiao, J.Z., 
Weetman, 
P. & Sun, 
M. 

UK, UK & 
China 

Cardiff Univ., 
Univ. of 
Strathclyde & 
Renmin Univ. 
of China 

Accounting 
Standards 

Political influences, 
accounting 
tradition & equity 
markets in 
accounting 
standards 
development 

Qualitative Empirical 
Descriptive 

Comparative 
analysis & 
interviews 

2004 The Determinants 
and Characteristics of 
Voluntary Internet-
based Disclosures by 
Listed Chinese 
Companies 

JAPP 
23(3): 
191-225 

Xiao, J.Z., 
Yang, H. & 
Chow, 
C.W. 

UK, China, 
& US 

Cardiff Univ., 
Renmin Univ. 
of China, San 
Diego State 
Univ. 

Financial 
Accounting 
& Reporting 

Factors impacting 
disclosures of 
voluntary 
information via the 
Internet 

Quantitative 
Inferential 

Empirical 
Statistical 

Internet corporate 
reports 

2000 The Making of 
Independent Auditing 
Standards in China 

AHo 
14(1): 69-
89 

Xiao, J.Z., 
Zhang, Y. 
& Xie, Z. 

UK, China 
& China 

Cardiff Univ., 
Beijing Univ. of 
Business & 
Technology & 
Beijing Univ. of 
Business & 
Technology 

Auditing Factors motivating 
the development of 
auditing standards 

Qualitative Empirical 
Descriptive 

Interviews, 
literature review 
& document 
review 

2003 Becoming 
Professional: Chinese 
Accountants in Early 
20th Century 
Shanghai 

AHJ 
30(1): 
129-153  

Xu, Y. & 
Xu, X. 

US & US  Old Dominion 
Univ. & Francis 
Marion Univ. 

Accounting 
Profession 

Development of the 
accounting 
profession 

Qualitative Historical Narrative - 
institutional 
history 

2003 Auditor 
Independence Issues 
in China 

MF 
29(12): 
57-64 

Yang, L., 
Dunk, A., 
Kilgore, 
A., Tang, 
Q. & Lin, 
Z.J. 

HK, 
Australia, 
Australia, 
Australia & 
HK 

Chinese Univ. 
of HK, Univ. of 
Canberra, 
Macquarie 
Univ., Univ. of 
Western Sydney 
& HK Baptist 
Univ. 

Auditing Reasons for lack of 
independence in the 
auditing profession 
in China 

Qualitative Deductive 
Descriptive 

Review of prior 
empirical 
evidence 

2001 Auditor-Government 
Associations and 
Auditor 
Independence in 
China 

BAR 
33(2): 
175-189 

Yang, L., 
Tang, Q., 
Kilgore, A. 
& Hong, 
J.Y. 

HK, 
Australia, 
Australia & 
China 

Chinese Univ. 
of HK, Univ. of 
Western 
Sydney, 
Macquarie 
Univ. & 
Shanghai Univ. 
of Finance & 
Economics 

Auditing Auditor 
independence, audit 
opinions & auditor 
disaffiliation from 
government bodies 

Quantitative Empirical 
Statistical 

Annual reports 
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2003 China's Ageing, Risk 
of the Elderly and 
Accounting for Aged 
Care 

MF 
29(5/6): 
97-110 

Zhang, J. UK Univ. of 
Sunderland 

Management 
Accounting 

Socio-economic 
accounting & risk 
management in 
aged care 

Qualitative Deductive 
Descriptive 

Analysis of 
environment & 
development of a 
framework 

2006 The Financing 
Behaviour of Listed 
Chinese Firms 

BAR 
38(3): 
239-258 

Zou, H. & 
Xiao, J.Z. 

HK & UK Lingnan Univ. 
& Cardiff Univ. 

Financial 
Accounting 
& Reporting 

Firm leverage & 
financing 
behaviour 

Quantitative 
Inferential 

Capital 
Markets 

Annual reports/ 
financial 
statements & 
securities 
database 
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