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8:30am

Tea and Coffee on arrival

9:00am

Welcome to Country
Opening Address (recorded)
Welcome to Charles Sturt University
AgriPark Vision, Purpose and Facilities
Partnership with Charles Sturt and the Drought Hub

10:15am

Morning Tea

10:45am

Session 1: Resilience
Ag Innovation and Resilience
Resilience Research at Charles Sturt University
3D Carbon Paddocks - Profit & Legacy
Building Digital Agriculture from the Ground Up
Q&A Panel

12:00pm

Lunch

1:00pm

Session 2: Security
Defence in Depth; Reappraising Biosecurity
Strengthening NSW's Biosecurity Frontline
Grow Protect Connect: with Local Land Services
Why is Biosecurity Research so Important for Australia?
Cyber Security for Agriculture
Q&A Panel

2:30pm

Afternoon Tea

3:00pm

Session 3: Opportunity
How are new and emerging industries influencing
Australian agriculture now and into the future?
Charles Sturt's Indigenous Agriculture Initiative
Empowering Human Endeavour through Software
Virtually Done: Planning the Future with the eXtended
Reality Collaborative (XRC)
Q&A Panel

4:30pm

www.agripark.csu.edu.au

Closing Address

Aunty Isabel Reid, Wiradjuri Elder
The Hon Michael McCormack, Deputy Prime Minister
Prof John Germov, Charles Sturt University
Dr Matt Cahill, Charles Sturt University
Mr Andrew Metcalfe AO, Dept of Agriculture, Water and the Environment

Ms Rosemary Deininger, Dept of Agriculture, Water and the Environment
Prof Michael Friend, Charles Sturt University
Mr Guy Webb, SoilCQuest
Mr Stu Adam, Agronomeye

Mr Andrew Tongue, Dept. of Agriculture, Water and the Environment
Dr John Tracey, Department of Primary Industries
Mr Ray Willis, Riverina Local Land Services
Assoc Prof Marta Hernandez-Jover, Charles Sturt University
Prof Zahid Islam, Charles Sturt University

Mr Michael Beer, AgriFutures Australia
Prof Jim Pratley, Charles Sturt University
Mr Dev Mukherjee, Anomaly Software
Mr Andrew Hagan and Prof Eleanor Gates-Stuart, Charles Sturt University

Rick Willmott, Charles Sturt University

HOUSEKEEPING
SECURITY
In the event of an emergency Charles Sturt University Security can be
contacted on 1800 931 633.

Please note your nearest emergency exist and assembly area as shown
in the Evacuation Plan for the Convention Centre (Building 230).

COVID SAFETY
QR Code Check-In
All staff, volunteers and attendees please check in using the QR code.

Social Distancing
To minimise the risk of contracting COVID-19 or other infectious viruses, attendees are
reminded to:
Socially distance from others with a minimum of 2m between atteendees
Avoid queuing at lunch or morning/afternoon tea
Avoid queuing to use the amenities

Hygiene
Hand sanitiser has been stationed throughout the Convention Centre for the convenience of
attendees.
Soap and hot water is available in the amenities area.

WIFI
Select Charles Sturt University's "CSU-Guest" network and follow the prompts to connect. Note
that you must enter your mobile phone number with the +61 international prefix (e.g. 0428 123
456 is to be entered as 61428123456).

2m

WELCOME MESSAGES
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
The Hon Michael McCormack MP
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development
Leader of the Nationals
Federal Member for Riverina

Resilience, Security and Opportunity; the themes chosen for discussion at the AgriPark Forum are
significant and reflect the environment in which we, as invested stakeholders, farmers, entrepreneurs,
innovators and agribusinesses, now operate.
A spate of natural catastrophes from recent bushfires to the Coronavirus, floods and drought have tested the resolve and resilience of
all of us across the nation, particularly in our region which has not been immune from these impacts.
Security. It is an essential part of so many aspects of our day-to-day operations. The integrity of food supply chains and production,
as well as the protection of intellectual property and the surety of patents are key to ensure the future of markets, products and
services we seek to develop, enhance and sell.
Furthermore, the need to capitalise on and seize the competitive advantage we have in the regions, will ensure we do not miss any
opportunity we have to collectively promote our products and services to a global network of agribusiness and commercial leads.
As the local Member, since its genesis as a concept, I always had a keen interest in the growth and development of the AgriPark.
Now, as both the local Member and Minister for Regional Development, I am more impressed with the evolution of the AgriPark as a
fully-fledged agribusiness hub, located in the heart of the Riverina.
I am eager to see the AgriPark succeed and reach its fulfilment as a hive of activity, a centre of agribusiness excellence, a leader in
product development, an incubator of innovation and industry research. The AgriPark Forum which you are partaking in will no doubt
be the stimulus for the sharing of ideas, identifying new opportunities, further collaboration and the establishment of new business
and industry connections.
I wish everyone involved with the AgriPark Forum all the very best. I trust by drawing on the key themes of Resilience, Security and
Opportunity you will highlight and ensure the interests and strengths of the region are at the forefront of your thoughts and
discussions.

Charles Sturt's 1600 hectare commercial farm has 400 hectares of zero til cropping and sheep and cattle are run as model enterprises on perennial pastures of lucerne and perennial grasses.

CHARLES STURT CHANCELLOR
Dr Michele Allan
Welcome to our forum for Charles Sturt University’s AgriSciences Research and Business Park – the
AgriPark - a core part of the University’s vision for our Wagga Wagga campus, and the future of
agriculture in the Riverina and beyond.
Australia’s agriculture, fisheries and forestry sectors aim to increase the value of the nation's farm gate
output to $100 billion by 2030 by boosting collaboration between producers, industry, researchers and
exporters to improve productivity, apply new technologies and drive innovation in Australian
agriculture, as well as building the human capital to achieve these ends.

The AgriPark will help deliver on these goals by providing a place for collaboration and innovation, drawing on the world-class
research at Charles Sturt and the practical knowledge and experience of producers and industries in Australia’s agricultural
heartland.
The importance of collaborative endeavours like the AgriPark has been recognised by the Australian Government with the
formalisation of a new strategic partnership between Charles Sturt and the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment,
and a recent grant of $8 million to establish a new Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub, based here at the AgriPark. The
Hub will help build drought resilience by delivering practical outcomes in water management, food security, farming systems,
agribusiness, community building, regional development and the environment.
The AgriPark at Charles Sturt’s Wagga Wagga campus is well on its way to becoming a showcase for agriscience research,
innovation and commercialisation. The forum is a celebration of its success to date and a foretaste of what’s to come.
Thank you for joining us today, and for your support for the AgriPark, the University, and the future of Australian agriculture.

CHARLES STURT INTERIM VICE-CHANCELLOR
Prof John Germov
Charles Sturt University is delighted to welcome you to the Agrisciences Research and Business Park
(AgriPark), located on our Wagga Wagga campus.
The AgriPark Forum will be an opportunity for you to hear from industry leaders, understand the
AgriPark vision and most importantly build opportunities for business development and collaboration.
The University established the AgriPark in Wagga Wagga to serve as an innovation precinct in the
heart of the Riverina, dedicated to research, collaboration, education, agricultural innovation and
sustainable production.
Out of our more than 500 research scientists, over 200 are based at our Wagga Wagga campus, and work side-by-side with industry
and end-users to solve regional, national and international challenges. The University has relevant research strengths in Biosecurity,
Cereal Chemistry and Food Sciences, Data Management and Cyber Security, Farming Systems, Market Analysis and Social
Engagement, Veterinary Sciences and Animal Nutrition, Weed Management and Herbicide Resistance.
Charles Sturt has already invested significantly in infrastructure, business and organisational elements at the AgriPark, which
currently hosts more than 100 staff from a range of state and private enterprises.
As we move into the next phase of the AgriPark – exploring strategies for further growth and development – Charles Sturt University
looks forward to exploring collaborative opportunities with you.

MASTERS OF CEREMONIES
The Hon Fiona Nash
Strategic Advisor, Regional Engagement and Government Relations - Charles Sturt University

Having grown up in Sydney, Fiona has spent most of her life living and working in regional Australia.
For many years she was involved in a farming enterprise in the NSW Central West, which her sons Will
and Henry are now running. She spent twelve years in the Federal Parliament as a Senator for NSW
and also held ministerial positions including Rural Health, and in Cabinet the positions of Regional
Development, Regional Communications and Local Government and Territories. Fiona also held the
position of Deputy Leader of the Nationals.

The Hon Niall Blair
Industry Professor, Food Sustainability - Charles Sturt University

Niall has more than twenty years' experience across government and private sectors specialising in
risk management, agribusiness and sustainability. He served as a senior member of the NSW
Parliament for nine years during which time he was appointed NSW Minister for Primary Industries,
Water, Lands, Trade and Industry and Deputy Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council. He
is an advocate for the food and fibre production section and was recently appointed as Non-Executive
Director for the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust.

Mr Rick Willmott
Chief Operating Officer - Charles Sturt University

Rick was born in the Hunter Valley and attended the University of Newcastle. He has over 25 years in
executive leadership experience with leading global corporations including Pechiney, United
Technologies Corporation and Rio Tinto Plc. He has lived and worked in Europe, North America and
Asia often leading large scale business transformation and development programs. In 2010 Rick was
awarded the United Technologies President’s award for the Australasian business transformation.

Ms Samantha Beresford
Director External Engagement (Wagga Wagga & Albury-Wodonga) - Charles Sturt University

Sam grew up in the Southern Highlands and attended the University of Wollongong. Her background is
in the mining industry where she was involved in major project development, supporting potentially
effected regions and most importantly building strong community relationships. She has settled in the
Riverina and operates a successful Angus and Limousin beef cattle operation with her partner. She
joined Charles Sturt in 2019 as the Director External Engagement for the Riverina and Murray regions.

Charles Sturt's National Life Sciences Hub (NaLSH) analytical capability encompasses a range of specialist equipment including the only Supercritical Fluid Extractor in Australia.

ABOUT THE AGRIPARK
The innovation precinct in the heart of the Riverina
dedicated to research, curated collaboration and
sustainable production.
Located on Charles Sturt University's Wagga Wagga campus the AgriPark is a key step in
the University's long-held vision and commitment to support, facilitate and grow the nation's
agricultural sector. This vision is focused on creating the conditions for successful
knowledge exchange and collaboration between all partners.
The three core pillars of the AgriPark are our people, our place in the heart of the Riverina,
and our world class facilities located right here on the University's Wagga Wagga campus.
The AgriPark has enterprises and organisations representing most of the agricultural
sectors and importantly, co-location of the highly favoured triple helix of commercial
enterprises, world class researchers and all levels of government. These organisations are
embedded in the Wagga Wagga campus with access to state of the art facilities ranging
from field sites through controlled environmental facilities to laboratories, food processing
and analysis capability and finally to consumer assessment, presenting unique opportunities
for genuine paddock to plate innovation.
The breadth of organisations drives industry centric problem identification and provides the
framework for developing solutions that will have an impact, based on the recognition that
the knowledge economy benefits when partners collaborate as equals with a common
vision.

OUR PARTNERS

OPENING
Aunty Isabel Reid
Wiradjuri Elder

Welcome to Country
Aunty Isabel Reid is a Wiradjuri Elder who has been instrumental in raising awareness of the Stolen
Generation and working to ensure this does not happen to future generations. She was appointed as
an inaugural member and Chairperson of the Stolen Generations Advisory Committee in 2016 and
named the NSW Senior Australian of the Year 2021.

The Hon Michael McCormack MP
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development
Leader of the Nationals
Federal Member for Riverina

Opening Address (recorded)

Prof John Germov
Interim Vice-Chancellor and President - Charles Sturt University

Welcome to Charles Sturt University
John is the Interim Vice-Chancellor and President of Charles Sturt. He has a Bachelor of Arts from
Chisholm Institute of Technology; a Master of Arts (Sociology) from Monash University; a PhD in
Sociology from the University of Newcastle; and in 2019 was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Letters
from the University of Newcastle; and has completed the INSEAD Challenge of Leadership executive
education program.

Dr Matt Cahill
Chief Strategy Officer (AgriPark), Charles Sturt University

AgriPark Vision, Purpose and Facilities
Matt has a background in agricultural R&D and a history of working within research organisations and
global corporate companies in Australia, New Zealand and the UK. He has been instrumental in
progressing the strategic direction and vision of the AgriPark, bringing new partners to the campus and
driving opportunities for collaboration between AgriPark partners and Charles Sturt University.

Andrew Metcalfe AO
Secretary - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment

Partnership with Charles Sturt and the Drought Hub
After studying law and public administration at the University of Queensland, Andrew has had a long
career in the Australian Public Service, including as head of the Department of Immigration for seven
years and head of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. Between 2014 and January
2020 he was a senior partner in the global professional services firm Ernst and Young. In 2012 he was
appointed as an Officer of the Order of Australia.

SESSION 1 RESILIENCE
This session will consider the resilience of our landscapes and the communities that depend on them and explore the Federal policy
that informs the activities, as well as the capability and capacity of research and private enterprise to deliver the solutions. In order to
manage landscapes for resilience, especially in times of water deficit, it is necessary to measure and understand the biotic and
abiotic parameters that underpin the systems. The aim is to build resilience in natural capital and regional economies.

Presenters
Ms Rosemary Deininger
Deputy Secretary, Agriculture Policy, Research and Portfolio Strategy - Depat of Agriculture, Water and the Environment

Ag Innovation and Resilience
Rosemary's portfolio works closely with Commonwealth, State and Territory agencies, and industry to
undertake research and develop policies and programs to support agriculture, fisheries and forestry
industries toward their goal of being a $100 billion sector by 2030. Key recent priorities have been to
ensure those sectors have the labour they need, new innovations are harnessed to boost productivity
and maintain export competitiveness, and supply chains remain open and fair.

Prof Michael Friend
Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) - Charles Sturt University

Resilience Research at Charles Sturt University
Michael has extensive international experience in the UK and USA and collaborated with researchers
and educators from across the globe. He has led several national programs and projects, spanning
fields of animal nutrition, farming systems research and participatory action research. He is passionate
about strengthening the University's existing research partnerships in research, and developing new
research partnerships.

Mr Guy Webb
CoFounder & Managing Director - SoilCQuest

3D Carbon Paddocks - Profit & Legacy
Guys has over two decades of agronomy experience designing functional and practical soil health
systems and microbial packages within dryland broadacre/semi-arid environments. He draws on a
strong background in broadacre farming, agronomy, and a deep understanding of soil health,
microbiology, environmental and sustainable land management. He is the driving force behind
SoilCQuest's vision to double the world's soil carbon by 2031.

Mr Stu Adam
CoFounder & Director - Agronomeye

Building Digital Agriculture from the Ground Up
Stu and the team at Agronomeye are focused on helping farmers combat drought risk, bringing
Australia's leading agricultural research to the market. He believes that to maximise efficiency in
agriculture we must truly understand the land that is being farmed. Digital Twins have the potential to
unlock a range of benefits and open new opportunities.

SESSION 2 SECURITY
This session reviews the practical demands and consequences of bio- and data- security as an international, regional and local
challenge. The provenance, integrity and market access of Australian agricultural production requires robust biosecurity to prevent
pest incursions, founded in strong research and supported by curated data that must also be managed for integrity.

Presenters
Mr Andrew Tongue
Deputy Secretary, Biosecurity and Compliance - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment

Defence in Depth; Reappraising Biosecurity
Andrew has been a senior public servant in a number of Commonwealth and State Departments for
many years. His roles have included Associate Secretary for Indigenous Affairs at the Department of
the Prime Minister and Cabinet, and at a State level, Secretary of the Victorian Department of the
Premier and Cabinet, and the Department of Planning and Community Development. He is the
recipient of a Public Service Medal.

Dr John Tracey
Deputy Director General - NSW Department of Primary Industries

Strengthening NSW's Biosecurity Frontline
John has a depth of experience in research with more than 100 published reports and conference
papers in vertebrate pests. He has been recognised for his inclusive leadership and ability to impact
team culture, scientific excellence and collaboration across industry, universities and the government
sector. He currently leads the DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety Branch and was formerly the Institute
Director, Research Leader Pests and Weeds.

Mr Ray Willis
General Manager - Riverina Local Land Services

Grow Protect Connect: with Local Land Services
A Riverina local, Ray has a passion for agriculture, NRM, biosecurity and ensuring the best outcomes
for customers through collaboration and partnerships. He has a background of industry engagement
with roles on the National Wild Dog Action Stakeholder Engagement Group, the NSW Government and
Industry Apiary Consultative Committee, the national NRM Environmental Biosecurity Subcommittee
and is the ministerially appointed representative of the NSW State Pest Animal Committee.

Assoc Prof Marta Hernandez-Jover
Associate Professor Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health - Charles Sturt University

Why is Biosecurity Research so Important for Australia?
Marta has over 15 years experience working as a veterinary epidemiologist whose research interests
include biosecurity, disease surveillance and risk analysis methods applied to infectious annimal
diseases and public health. She has more than 70 peer reviewed publications, is a member of the
implementation committee for the National Animal Biosecurity RD&E strategy, and has worked
extensively with industry and government agencies on collaborative biosecurity research.

Prof Zahid Islam
Director, Data Science Research Unit - Charles Sturt University

Cyber Security for Agriculture
Zahid is a Prof of Computer Science whose research interests include data mining, knowledge
discovery, future prediction, privacy preserving data mining and application of data mining in real life.
He has more than 100 peer reviewed publications and has supervised 10 PhD students to successful
completion. He is currently the University Lead for the Cyber Security Cooperative Research Centre.

SESSION 3 OPPORTUNITY
Emerging agricultural industries and opportunities are being developed by a wide range of practitioners. The agricultural landscape
is being reshaped by new entrants into old arenas and old production systems being re-purposed for new uses and value adding.
This session will explore the intersection of the wisdom of Australia’s First Nation people, the science rich knowledge of the
research community and the application of technology to understand the challenges and collaborate on opportunities.

Presenters
Mr Michael Beer
General Manager, Business Development - AgriFutures Australia

How are new and emerging industries influencing Australian agriculture now and in the future?
Michael is a Charles Sturt University Alumni and graduate of Agricultural Science who is leading
research and development focused on the opportunities and challenges across the agricultural sector,
including emerging industries. He has worked across of number industries from farm processing,
research to adoption, agriculture to technology and is passionate about agricultural advancement,
capacity building and growth.

Prof Jim Pratley
Emeritus Professor (Agriculture) - Charles Sturt University

Charles Sturt University's Indigenous Agriculture Initiative
Jim is a long term academic at Charles Sturt University. He was Foundation Dean of the Faculty of
Science and Agriculture for 16 years and has since become Research Professor in Agriculture that
includes being Plan Systems Pathway leader in the Graham Centre. He is also Secretary of the
Australian Council of Deans of Agriculture and a Member of the Royal Agricultural Society Foundation
Board which supports rural youth in their educational aspirations.

Mr Dev Mukherjee
CEO - Anomaly Software

Empowering human endeavour through Software
Dev is the principal software engineer and designer at Anomaly, a local company building digital
products for customers while pursuing products of their own. In this presentation Dev talks about the
power of solving problems in the digital sphere and how it can fundamentally change how businesses
operate by demonstrating a number of platforms that have recently been created by Anomaly.

Mr Andrew Hagan and Prof Eleanor Gates-Stuart
Academic/Head of VFX/Production Manager (XRC); Professor of Creative Industries - Charles Sturt University

Virtually Done: Planning the future with the eXtended Reality Collaborative (XRC)
Andrew is an international judge, co-director of the Australian International Animation Festival,
Visual Effects Producer and Supervisor, Adobe Certified Expert and Autodesk Certified Maya
Instructor. He established Charles Sturt's Animation and Visual Effects specialisation and his
research includes the latest technologies driving digital production.
Eleanor is an international interdisciplinary artist with a research focus on science-art-technology,
having a PhD awarded in Science Communication (Science & Art) at the Australian National Centre
Public Awareness of Science at the Australian National University, in association with the CSIRO.
Her collaborative science-art research projects have received international and national support,
recognised by both State and Federal Government.

CONTACT US
www.agripark.csu.edu.au
agripark@csu.edu.au

SPONSORS
Thank you to our AgriPark partners for sponsoring today's event.

